
During last year’s pledge drive, I had a writerly insight. Shepherding a pledge drive is a lot like 
writing a novel. There are different chapters, a narrative arc, cover art, a range of emotions. I 
found this insight exciting, and looked forward to chairing the committee for this year’s pledge 
drive.
But we are not in charge of our own narratives. April of 2026 found me giving my second 
Sunday sermon, and a couple weeks later my son Thorfin gave a homily during the youth-
led service, and the very next day my husband Eric was admitted to the hospital with an 

abdominal abscess. He spent two weeks in the hospital, a summer undergoing many medical procedures, and 
then in July received a cancer diagnosis. On July 28th, our 24th wedding anniversary, I drove him to another 
ER, which led to a three-week hospital stay and emergency surgery, followed by two weeks at home, followed 
by a harrowing time in yet another ER and a one-week hospital stay. In early August, I realized I needed to 
step aside from chairing Rad Gen. My responsibilities at home were too much, my mental health too fragile, my 
thinking too muddy.
Though I’ve had less of a hand in this year’s pledge drive than I expected, the work has gone on. Current, 
new, and alumni Radical Generosity committee members have stepped forward to do the work I’d intended, 
and much more. Maybe you’ve attended one of the Rad Gen coffees, a new initiative, and had a chance to talk 
about the ways radical generosity flows in our church community. Maybe you enjoyed some ice cream courtesy 
of Rad Gen at the Volunteer Sunday.
My family and I have been feeling the generosity of our church community. Meals brought over; gift certificates 
shared; prayers said; rides given; people coming to visit; folks showing up to help me prepare the house for a 
good cleaning; messages of support appearing via text message, email, cards, and original artwork tucked in 
our mailbox – truly the love and generosity of this community has held us through what has been, and remains, 
a very hard time. I said to Thorfin once, “Can you imagine going through this without our church community?” 
He shuddered, and said he didn’t want to. We are all so grateful to be wrapped in the love of First Unitarian.
Like all of you, as the pledge drive begins this month, my family will be deciding if we will let our pledge roll 
over the same as last year, if we will need to adjust it down, or if we are able to “roll up” our pledge and give 
more in 2027. The decision will be rooted in what we are able to give, and also in our knowledge, which we feel 
in our bones this year, that We are the Church: Connected in Love.
Sincerely,
Christina Socorro Yovovich
First Unitarian Radical Generosity Committee
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As we continue the important work of searching for our next settled minister, 
the First U Ministerial Search Committee invites you to participate in the 
Break Barriers, Build Beliefs (B4) Workshop on Saturday, October 31 at 10 
am on Zoom.

The B4 Workshop is offered through the Unitarian Universalist Association to help congregations approach 
the ministerial search process thoughtfully, faithfully, and equitably. Together, we will explore the hopes 
and expectations we bring to our search, examine how conscious and unconscious biases can shape our 
perceptions of ministerial candidates, and strengthen our ability to recognize and move beyond barriers that 
might limit our search.
Everyone planning to participate is asked to complete the confidential B4 Beliefs Survey by October 23. 
Complete the B4 Beliefs Survey HERE (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FirstUUABQ).
We hope you will join us!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FirstUUABQ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FirstUUABQ


October 4: The Power of Play: Connection, 
Imagination, and Liberation

The Rev. Emily Wright-
Magoon
Unitarian poet e. e. cummings 
lamented: “and down they 
forgot as up they grew.” Was 

he speaking to adults’ tendency to forget how to 
play in this “mud-luscious” and “puddle-wonderful” 
world? Play can be how we grow our capacity to 
embody the just and liberated worlds we long for. 
This service will entice you to play! We’ll draw from 
the experiences at UU Kids Camp told by grown and 
current youth, where play grounds them deeply in 
our UU values. Come play!
Music: Eliana O’Brien.

October 11: Indigenous People’s Day
The Rev. Stacey Mitchell
Rev. Stacey will explore the 
importance of Indigenous Peoples 
Day.
Music: Chalice Choir.

October 18: Ecosophy— 
Personal Eco-philosophical Views

The Rev. Stacey Mitchell
Our Earth and humanity have 
been in declining health since the 
beginning of what is now known as the 
Anthropocene era. As a river dies of 
pollution, the communities surrounding 
that river are often sicker and poorer. 

The loss of life, whether human, animal, wild forest, 
or oceanic, often is met with feelings of grief, 
sadness, and bewilderment—and yet at the same 
time with love, due to our interconnectedness. 
What motivates us as humans to ultimately change 
ourselves, and hence our Earth? Is there a new 
possibility that we can orient ourselves to?

Virtual Vespers on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
7:00 pm: These short (25 minute), lay-led midweek 
services are on Zoom only. 
Enter Meeting ID: 831 0756 4002 with
Passcode: UUABQ or click here.
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Worship on Sundays
10:30 am: In-person and livestreamed over Zoom. 
Enter Meeting ID: 883 5889 1841 or click here.

time at a UU church in Ann Arbor, MI. “That was really a 
critical time for me,” she recalls. “Being present in a church 
community was very valuable. It really helped me through 
something hard. So when I came back to Albuquerque, I was 
committed.”
Formalizing her membership in 2022, EmmaLia worked 
with a team to recertify First Unitarian as a Welcoming 
Congregation. “It was actually quite intensive to recertify as 
a welcoming congregation. We met a lot and made sure that 
we had enough events.” The group organized classes and 
workshops to make the recertification process a success. 
EmmaLia began her time on the Board as Secretary in 2023, 
becoming Vice President in 2024 and President in 2025. 
“When I joined the Board, I was still pretty involved with a 
variety of other groups,” EmmaLia said. “When I became 
President, I sort of let go of those things: It was a lot of work 
and time and emotional energy… so my other engagements 
with the church sort of wound down. Which I was hoping 
wasn’t going to happen, because church is a large part of my 
social life!” She did continue to teach in the church’s English 
as a Second Language (ESL) program: “I get a lot of joy from 
the… volunteers and also the students. It’s beautiful.”
Now that she’s got more breathing room, EmmaLia is 
excited to return to church and other volunteer activities. But 
she’s going to take her time. “I plan to be part of a church 
community for a very long time. I think acknowledging and 
respecting the waves of engagement and then rest is a really 
healthy way to be truly in community over the long haul.”
There’s no doubt that EmmaLia will be volunteering again 
soon, and for a good while to come. She speaks passionately 
of its value, not only for those served, but for the volunteer’s 
well-being. “Volunteering overall is just so good for me. 
Volunteering in general is—in my experience, in my life—so 
much more enriching than any other hobby that I do.”

and-green chile metaphor seemed apt, with “planting” 
verbs to move us toward our vision.
The “chile chalice” logo is not part of our Vision-
Mission statement, but we are using it on publicity 
materials.
On September 19th, the Board endorsed the vision-
mission statement to be proposed as an amendment 
to our bylaws to be voted on at our October 18th 
congregational meeting. A Town Hall meeting will 
be held after church on October 4, where attendees 
can ask questions and discuss the proposed vision-
mission statement.  A commitment to our Vision and 
Mission guides our search process and inspires 
strategies for moving into our shared future. Thank 
you all for participating.  

Caught in the Act of Generosity: 
EmmaLia Mariner
If you’re part of the First Unitarian 
community, you’ve probably seen 
EmmaLia smiling and socializing 
in the pews and at Coffee Hour. 
Or, in the last couple of years, you 
may have seen her at the pulpit 
and the front of meetings, guiding 
the church through a very difficult 
time with steady courage and 
compassion.
Now that she has stepped down from her role on the 
Board, entrusting the Board Presidency to the capable 
hands of Bill Miller, we spent a few minutes catching 
up with her. 
EmmaLia attended First Unitarian briefly in both 
elementary and high school, and celebrated her 
Bridging Ceremony in this community. But she didn’t 
return to this church until 2020, following some 

 If you are feeling ill, please choose to wear a mask, or stay home and join us on Zoom!
Music: Spare Parts.

October 25: Election Anxiety
The Rev. Stacey Mitchell
We are living in anxious times. Rev. 
Stacey will reflect on how we are 
processing our collective anxieties right 
now.

Music: Cantabilis. 

Vision-Mission Update: It’s Time to Vote
Part of the process of 
searching for a new 
Senior Minister involves 
knowing who we are 
as a congregation 
and sharing that with 
prospective candidates. 
Our present Mission 
statement was adopted in 1993, and both the UUA and our 
consultant, the Rev. Jake Morrill, recommended that we 
update it to reflect our current congregation. 
To that end, the Vision-Mission Task Force (Geri Knoebel, 
chair, Peter Chestnut, Anne Marsh, Mikaela Renz-
Whitmore, and Amy Sun) spent the summer gathering more 
than 2,000 comments from more than 200 congregants. We 
distilled those into three broad themes: 
•	 Supporting each other on our spiritual and personal 

journeys
•	 Creating a place of welcoming, belonging, and 

connection
•	 Working together for justice, service, and connections to 

the larger community
Grounded in these themes, 50 participants met with Rev. 
Jake at a workshop to condense these themes into rough 
drafts of the vision and mission. Workshop participants 
handed off drafts of the Vision-Mission Task Force for 
wordsmithing, and encouraged us to create statements that 
are brief, action-oriented, and catchy. 
The Task Force brainstormed many possibilities, seeking to 
incorporate the workshop’s ideas into statements distinctive 
to First Unitarian. Since we are in New Mexico, a spicy red-

We Light a CandleWe Light a Candle  
We surround Cindy McAdams and Dorothea Wallace 
with love as Cindy looks towards recovery from intensive 
surgery with more surgeries to come.
If you’re experiencing difficulties, health issues, or 
transitions, reach out to careteamuuabq@gmail.
com.

Ten Years
Althea “Alymay” Atherton & Kelsey Atherton

Fifteen Years
Martha Ketelle & Sharon Dodge

Twenty-five Years
Marcia Duggar, Heather Clark, Kathy Fraser, 

& Marilyn O’Boyle
Thirty Years

Vance Bass, Margo Milleret, & Sharon Sivinski

Membership Milestones This Month

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83107564002?pwd=Q0h0bUpFQTA0akpZdmd6NXNNVWRyZz09

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88358891841
mailto:careteamuuabq%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:careteamuuabq%40gmail.com?subject=
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Endowment Fund—A force for good!
First Unitarian’s Endowment Fund is administered within 
the UUA’s Common Endowment Fund (UUCEF). Here 
are a few fun facts:
•	 The UUCEF has assets of over $339M.
•	 We are one of about 450 other churches who hold 

funds in the UUCEF.
•	 First U’s fund balance is very close to $2M.
•	 In 1967, the UUA General Assembly committed to 

ethical investment decisions, emphasizing social 
justice.

•	 In the 1970s, the UUCEF participated in the anti-
apartheid boycott through divestment from South 
Africa-based companies.

•	 In the 1990s, the UUCEF created a “do not invest” list 
formalizing ethical investment criteria.

•	 In the 2000s, the Socially Responsible Investment 
Committee (SRIC) was established to oversee 
ethical investments, community involvement, and 
shareholder advocacy.

•	 In 2014, the UUA voted to divest from fossil fuel 
companies listed in the Carbon Underground 200, 
while retaining minimal holdings for company 
advocacy purposes.

First Unitarian enjoys the funds we can add to our 
Operating Fund each year from our Endowment. But it 
is also great to know our investment fund is a source of 
social change in the wider world.

Mark Your Calendar for an All-Ages 
Halloween Dance Party!
Join us for an all-ages Halloween 
Dance Party on Friday, October 
30 from 5 to 8 pm in the Social 
Hall.
Everyone is invited to wear an 
appropriate costume of their 
choice. Party-goers may bring 
their well-behaved, leashed dogs, 
who may also be dressed in 
costume. Prizes will be given for 
best costume for humans and canines. 
Participating church groups will set up and decorate tables 
on the perimeter of the dance floor. Church group members 
will hand out candy to trick-or-treaters and information 
materials at their option.
RE students will be invited in advance to create artwork 
for the Children’s Corner wall in the northeast corner of the 
Social Hall. Prizes will be given to all participating artists.
A refreshments table with finger foods will be set up near 
the coffee station. Non-alcoholic beverages will also be 
provided.
We need your help to make this happen! 
Please contact the Arts Committee at uuabqarts@gmail.
com if your church group would like to participate in this 
event. Representatives from your group will need to staff 
your group’s table, which should be decorated and stocked 
with Halloween candy and any informational brochures that 
you’d like to hand out. Setup begins at 4 pm.

Rev. Emily Wright-Magoon, Acting Associate Minister of Spiritual Formation
We are in a time of transition in Family Ministry! It’s an exciting time to come back if you haven’t 
attended in a while, or have been meaning to check us out. It’s also an exciting time to help 
shape Family Ministry – whether you’re a parent or not. Family Ministry belongs to all of us!
I’ve been working with the Family Ministry Council to develop priorities for the next three 

months, including:
• Robust planning to offer OWL (Our Whole Lives) comprehensive sexuality education
• Deepened and consistent spiritual and social gatherings for kids and youth
• Spanning the divide between adults and kids/youth with regular intergenerational services and engaging 
events
• Offering childcare regularly, beyond Sunday services
• Planning now for camp, and more!
One of our new experiments is a monthly Sunday service that is fully intergenerational. What keeps kids 
engaged is often what adults tell us they are also craving in their spiritual life: embodied ritual, engaging 
music, powerful storytelling, deep themes, and opportunities to engage with one another. So, on these 
intergenerational Sundays, we do less sermon and more of all of that! And on these Sundays, we don’t hold 
classes in the Religious Education building during service (although the nursery is always open). Kids are 
instead encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the whole hour (the family room and social hall are always 
open, too, with a livestream). We’ve expanded our pray-ground with another soft rug and cozy squishmallows 
so kids can get close to participate fully. And our awesome childcare providers hang out at the pray-ground so 
that parents can still have that hour mostly to themselves if they choose.
Coming up!
• Halloween costume parade! Sunday, October 25, 10:30am service
• Halloween Costume Dance Party! Friday, October 30 5–8 pm (more details on page 4)
• Family Ministry Council Meetings (open to all) First and Third Sundays, 1–2:30pm in RE Room 1
Register for the Family Ministry program! We’ll add you to the email listserv, Facebook page, and WhatsApp 
(for youth families). It’s the best way to be in the know about everything happening in our program. Register 
here.

Finance Report
Building Maintenance expenses and 
Transitions Costs have our Expense 
budget over by about $40K. We do (so far)
have extra revenue to cover most of this, 
and a surplus from last year for what is not 
covered.
Pledging season is just about here, and 
we are working on a ‘wish list’ preliminary 
budget to set a Pledge Campaign Goal 
for 2027. Thank you for your support of 
First Unitarian this year, and in the days to 
come!
Respectfully, 
Bryan Hackett, DFO

Anna, Lucy, Luke, and Nick rehearse 
for lighting the chalice and leading the 
affirmation on September 20.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdkKhJzaR1BNjofFpEppTR1O3j6Li4PKafz3SnEuVE9I0s6Tg/viewform
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Sunday Explorations

Join us on Sundays in R.E. Room 1 at 9:15 AM for 
discussions on topics of social and economic justice, how 
we live our UU faith, UU history, and more.

October 4—The Cardinal Virtues and Influence on 
America’s Founding Fathers. The Cardinal Virtues 
of Prudence, Justice, Temperance and Courage were 
the espoused virtues in Aristotilian ethics. Many of the 
Founders were learned men who regularly acquired and 
read philosophy, science, mathematics and literature from 
Europe and the Far East They were concerned about 
character and influenced by the Enlightenment writers, 
among others. Let’s discuss the facets that make up 
strong character, including these virtues and how they are 
to be developed.

October 11—In Celebration of Annie Dillard. The poet 
Annie Dillard died recently. Her writings were popular 
readings in UU congregations in past decades. How do 
her words sound to us today? What messages did she 
send and why do you think they resonated so strongly 
with those of UU faith?

October 18—The Role of Beauty in Our Lives. Beauty 
is all around us. Do we pay attention? How do you 
define beauty and what is its significance to you? Bring 
examples of significant items of beauty to you. Words, 
photographs, music, images, objects. How do we respond 
to beauty? What do we learn from beauty when we are 
open to experiencing it?

October 25—To be determined.

Adult Religious Education and Community Connections
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Join Us for a Bosque “Hands-On” Service 
Project Caring for our Environment!
Join the First Unitarian Earth Web group on a Bosque 
service project on Saturdays Oct 31 and/or Nov 21 from 
9:00 am to 11:00 am. Meet at the Gabaldon Trailhead 
parking lot (3842 Gabaldon PL NW).
We will be participating in the “River for Monarchs” 
program with the City of Albuquerque Parks & Recreation 
Department near the Rio Grande Nature Center. This 
project consists of plantings, seeding, and invasive 
species removal. We will be removing invasive species 
such as re-sprouts of Siberian Elm and Russian Olive; 
tumbleweed or kochia; and seed heads of Ravenna grass. 
These invasive species consume a lot of water, prevent 
native species establishment, and pose a fire hazard. 
Tools provided, but bring your own gloves and pruning 
tools if you like. Contact David Bouquin, 505-690-4426.  
 
Click here to see the location on a map. 

Community Organizing for  
Justice 101 Workshop
Have you ever wondered about the difference between 
a protest march versus an organized effort to confront 
the issue for systematic social change? If you’re curious, 
then this is the workshop for you. The workshop will be in 
RE Room 4 at noon on November 1st. In this gathering 
we will discuss grassroots organizing and ways to let our 
voices be heard. Videos and a 62-page book will inform 
our discussion. The Guide to Community Organizing 
(2021) by Columbus Brinar is available on Amazon. As an 
interactive session, participants will be invited to give a 
short presentation on a community organizing experience 
or to summarize a video or section of the book. Please 
RSVP to landress1@gmail.com.

Criminal Justice Reform Book Club
Please join us Thursday, October 22nd 6:45–8:30pm for 
a one-time discussion of the 2022 UU Common Read, 
Defund Fear: Safety Without Policing, Prisons, and 
Punishment by Zach Norris, the Executive Director of the 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights. Norris’ model asks 
us to move from punishment to accountability, suspicion 
to relationships, and from isolation to participation. How 
do we do that? Facilitated by Rev. Jane Davis and Nancy 
Shane. Please contact Nancy at nancyeval@gmail.com, 
(505) 934-5774 or through Realm to RSVP and for more 
information.

Sign up for Covenant Groups
Want to deepen your connections in our church? Consider 
joining a covenant group. In these small groups, limited to 10 
people, we share our experiences about meaningful topics. 
We practice deep listening in a supportive environment with 
trained facilitators. Groups meet twice a month from October 
through April, and there are in-person and Zoom groups with 
daytime and evening meetings. You can sign up online here. 
Questions? Contact covenant@uuabq.org.

New Class Offering—UU History
The first two sessions of the new class, Unitarian 
Universalist History, will be offered during October. The 
sessions look at key points in our history, how UUs 
responded to various social and moral issues, and how we 
have evolved to be the faith communities of today. Classes 
will meet at 11:45 on Sundays after the worship service in 
Memorial Hall. Contact Angela Merkert or Donna Collins to 
register or go to Realm. You can enroll in one or more, or all, 
of the six sessions. Click here to view the sessions overview. 
Join us and engage in the video and small group discussion 
format. History can be amazing!

First U’s Social Justice Council’s 2027 
Change for the Future Application Open!
We invite all First U congregants to identify their favorite 
local nonprofit organizations to apply for funding. The 
deadline is November 30, 2026. Congregants will select 
four of the applicants to receive funding from the Sunday 
collection of funds for the CFF, on January 24, 2027, at the 
Annual Meeting.
First U’s Change for the Future program supports local 
nonprofit organizations that qualify with funding for 
their work. To qualify they must be a local New Mexico 
organization that focuses on specific needs in the 
community emphasizing UU values of justice, equity and 
inclusion, or an environmental or other non-human/animal 
issue. They cannot have received funding from SJC in the 
prior 2 years. The program takes designated funds collected 
during each Sunday and distributes them to four different 
organizations, as assigned in three-month increments during 
the next year. The funds average about $2,500 for each 
three-month period. The funds received should be able to 
accomplish all or part of the proposed project.
Encourage your nonprofit organizations to access the 
guidelines and application form and to complete and submit 
it, listing you as the First U sponsor! Questions? Contact Elly 
at emvmil@yahoo.com. The URL is https://uuabq.org/2027-
cff-application/.

Are You a Recent Member or Visitor?
Come to Starting Point, a 4-Sunday series for newcomers 
on Oct 4, 11, 18, & 25 at 9:00 am. We’ll share faith 
journeys, learn about church history, talk about spirituality 
and UU values, and find ways to connect with the life of 
the church. Sign up here on Realm or contact Lea Ann 
Boone at lboone133@gmail.com.

Sip n Sup Dinners
Enjoy a dinner in the home of a fellow UU, with about 6 
other folks, all bringing an assigned menu item.These 
occur the first Saturday of the month, with no obligation 
should you decline some months. This is a great way to 
meet other church members. Contact Liz Davidson at 
ejaned52@gmail.com for more information or to sign up.

UUs for Justice in Palestine: October 11 
talk by a Middle East Expert
Chaos in the Middle East: a Historical Perspective is the 
title of the talk by Emile Nakhleh on Sunday October 11. 
The talk will be in the Memorial Hall after Sunday service. 
A light lunch will be provided at noon, and the talk will 
begin at 12:30pm. Nakhleh was a Senior Intelligence 
Service Officer at CIA, directing the Political Islam 
Strategic Analysis Program and regional analysis for the 
Middle East.
Since retiring, he has been consulting with U.S. 
government entities on Islamic radicalization and 
terrorism. He is now a research professor and Director of 
National Security Programs at UNM. He is the author of 
many books and scholarly articles such as a Necessary 
Engagement: Reinventing America’s Relations with the 
Muslim World (Princeton University Press, 2009). He is 
also a former president of the World Affairs Council of 
Albuquerque.

Coyote Willow Covenant of UU Pagans
CUUPS monthly planning meeting—Saturday, October 10, 
6pm in the Arnold room and online.
CUUPS Divination Night—Sunday, October 18 6pm–9pm, 
RE building. Join CW CUUPS for an evening of mystery, 
magick, and connection. Whether you are a seasoned 
reader, just beginning to explore divination, or are simply 
curious to receive guidance, all are welcome. Bring your 
tarot cards, runes, pendulums, tea leaves, and scrying 
mirrors! For questions or to sign up as a reader, contact 
Laura at Lauranicpage@gmail.com. All readings are free 
of charge, offered in the spirit of sharing and community. 
CUUPS Samhain Ritual—Sunday, November 1, 7pm–
9pm, Memorial Hall. As the veil thins, Coyote Willow 
CUUPS invites you to a Samhain celebration, honoring 
those who walked before us and marking the turning 
of the year. All are welcome—whether you are Pagan, 
curious, or simply seeking community. Come with an 
open heart as we share in this time of remembrance, 
release, and renewal. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
mementos and photos of beloved dead, finger foods for 
sharing, percussion instruments, and altar decorations.

https://uuabq.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/earth-web.jpg
mailto:nancyeval%40gmail.com?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSege9LN4JV0kkJNyQMCzOCv90QhJQsLjAtUWvLa0PEmJ9K_hw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
mailto:covenant%40uuabq.org?subject=
mailto:angela.merkert%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:collinsmctaggart%40gmail.com?subject=
https://onrealm.org/UUABQ/Registrations/Registrants/69dbd2a3-42ad-4b07-bc47-b4c6015c820b?congregantView=true&connect=true&hideNav=false&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fe.onrealm.org%2Fevents%2F69dbd2a3-42ad-4b07-bc47-b4c6015c820b%2Fmeetings%2F7c133939-1723-480a-899e-b4c6015c820d&rt=41c46915-b6d0-11f1-8838-0243594ade5d
https://uuabq.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/UU-History-Fall-26.pdf
https://uuabq.org/2027-cff-application/
https://uuabq.org/2027-cff-application/
https://onrealm.org/UUABQ/Registrations/Registrants/56ab10a2-6c4b-479f-a1a2-b4b701372f86?congregantView=true&connect=true&hideNav=false&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fe.onrealm.org%2Fevents%2F56ab10a2-6c4b-479f-a1a2-b4b701372f86%2Fmeetings%2F825b8262-792d-451b-9c68-b4b901577090&rt=d7783f6b-a710-11f1-acee-029589be214f?
mailto:lboone133%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ejaned52%40gmail.com?subject=
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Sunday Services

EarthWeb: Responsible Stewardship
EarthWeb is making it easier to dispose of household 
batteries and unwanted electronics responsibly.
Household battery collection is now available every 
Sunday at First Unitarian. Look for the EarthWeb 
collection bin. We accept common household batteries, 
including AA, AAA, C, D, 9-volt, button/coin cells, and 
small rechargeable batteries. Please tape terminals on 
lithium and 9-volt batteries. No car batteries or damaged, 
swollen, or leaking batteries. And save the date! Our Fall 
E-Waste Roundup is Sunday, October 25, 12–2 PM. Bring 
unwanted household electronics. 

Senior Women Meet October 9 and 23
If you are a senior woman who wants connection and 
joy with other women in our church, join us on the 2nd 
and 4th Friday of the month at 1:00 pm in Room 1 of the 
RE building (next to Memorial Hall) for conversation and 
friendship. Bring a beverage of your choice and prepare 
to have your spirits lifted. For questions, contact Gwen 
Sawyer.

Spicing Up Stewardship: Chili Potluck!
Think stewardship is just about budgets and business 
meetings? Think again! We’re spicing up stewardship with 
a community chili potluck on Sunday, October 25 at 11:30 
am in the Social Hall. Bring your best chili! Texas style, 
with meat, vegetarian or vegan—bring it!
We’re gathering to celebrate the incredible gifts, time, and 
talent that make our church community so vibrant—and 
to eat some amazing food while we’re at it. Click here 
to claim your spot and rate your chili’s heat level! Don’t 
cook? We need abundant blessings on the cornbread 

and toppings bar, too! Sponsored by First U Radical 
Generosity Committee

Croak and Dagger: Cybersecurity Lecture
Are you curious about security of your data personally? 
Would you like to include cybersecurity into a plot 
of a novel, but don’t know how? Attend a lecture on 
“Cybersecurity in Your Writing” by Kelly Byram on 
Tuesday, October 27 at 6 pm at Unitarian Church. It’s 
sponsored by Croak and Dagger, a mystery readers and 
writers group. Kelly is uniquely qualified to speak on this 
topic as founder and CEO of Duke City Consulting LLC 
and DCC Cyber Group. Everyone is welcome!

Desert Stream Buddhist Sangha Update
Coming Wednesdays in November: BREATHWORK. 
Active bodymind, music centering, breathing meditation. 
Led by the Desert Stream Buddhist Sangha. If you have 
any questions please email dsbsangha@gmail.com.

Monthly Reads
The Bread, Wine, and Book Club: In October, we will 
be reading The Briar Club by Kate Quinn. Contact Martha 
Beyerlein at martha.beyerlein@comcast.net for more 
information.
The Nonfiction Book Group is starting a new book, 
Apple in China by Patrick McGee. We meet on 
Wednesdays from 2:00 to 3:00 at Study Room 2 at the 
Erna Ferguson Library. Newcomers are welcome.
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