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May's Theological Theme Is “Awakening Curiosity.”

In January, | was able to attend the Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association Institute for Learning
Ministry, which was held here in Albuguerque. | was joined by four other First Unitarian staff, along with
many other religious professionals and colleagues from around the country. | was happy to see that one
of the learning opportunities was titled “RE (Religious Education) Sea Change.” Having not been familiar
with the term “sea change,” | wasn’t sure what to expect from the workshop.

“Sea Change,” as it turns out, comes from Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.” It appears in the song sung by
a supernatural spirit, Ariel, to Ferdinand, a prince of Naples, after Ferdinand’s father’s apparent death by drowning.
The term sea change is used to mean a metamorphosis or alteration. In more modern times, it has evolved to mean
“a profound, fundamental transformation or a significant shift in perspective.”

While the term isn’t new in the context of our Unitarian Universalist faith, it is quite appropriate to describe what
many churches have seen in their religious education programs. The program description read like this: “You

may have heard curriculum isn’t “working” in faith formation. The reality is much more nuanced. Yes and no and
everything in between. What does “thriving” look like for your families, children, and youth? What does “thriving”
look like in your religious education and faith formation ministry? In the past two years, UUA staff have been hosting
ongoing conversations about emergent faith formation, the role of structured programming, the stresses our families
are under, children/youth needs now, and the wide spectrum of responses congregations have.”

Parents are having to work more to meet their economic needs, children and youth are oversaturated with school
and extracurricular activities, and cultural shifts over decades have resulted in Sunday mornings not being protected
the way they once were. Many options besides attending church are now widely available, among many other
things that have contributed to these changes. So, what now? Well, | love opportunities to try new things, so that’s
what we’ll be doing. Rev. Emily Wright-Magoon and | will be working closely together (Oh! And in a serendipitous
coincidence, she also attended the RE Sea Change workshop) during her time as our Bridge Minister to reimagine
Family Ministry and how to meet this moment. Exciting things are coming!

(it

Alana Rodriguez (she/her)
Director of Family Ministry

Special Congregational Meeting

May 31, 2026 * 12:30 pm in the Sanctuary, Livestream on Zoom: Meeting ID:883 5889 1841

A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, May 31, 2026 at 12:30 pm in the sanctuary, with an
interactive livestream available over Zoom. Check-in for those attending in person will start at 12:00 pm in the
sanctuary foyer. The Zoom meeting will open at 12:00 pm. Childcare will be provided in the Religious Education
building.

Members will soon receive a Meeting Notice to their email with the agenda, proposed amendments to the Bylaws, and
information about the nominated members of the Ministerial Search Committee. See page 3 for the list of nominees.

Everyone is invited, but you must be a member in good standing as of April 30, 2026 to vote. Voting membership is
attained 30 days after signing the Membership book or a designated proxy. Members eligible to vote at congregational
meetings are those who made a financial contribution of any amount during the last year, unless specific alternate
arrangements have been made through the church office. Contact Alyssa Ammerman at admin@uuabg.org if you have
any questions about your current membership status.
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Worship Calendar for May

Community News

Worship on Sundays
10:30 am: In-person and livestreamed over Zoom.
Enter Meeting ID: 883 5889 1841 or click here.

Virtual Vespers on Wednesdays

7:00 pm: These short (25 minute), lay-led midweek
services are on Zoom only.

Enter Meeting ID: 831 0756 4002 with

Passcode: UUABQ or click here.

If you are feeling ill, please choose to wear a mask, or stay home and join us on Zoom!

Membership Milestones This Month

Help Us Celebrate Ron's Ordination!

May 3: “Heartwork: Honoring
Your Gifts to Ignite Healing”
Tanaya Winder, Pulpit Guest

/ Heartwork invites us to live our values by
s planting seeds of compassion and radical
love—nurturing ancestral strength for
future generations. Understand how storytelling can be
medicine and remember that serving others is sacred
work grounded in our commitment to be healing beings.
Music: Lydia Clark
Tanaya Winder is an author, singer/songwriter, poet,
motivational speaker and educator who comes from an
intertribal lineage of Southern Ute, Pyramid Lake Paiute,
Diné and Duckwater Shoshone Nations where she is
an enrolled citizen. She blends storytelling, singing, and
spoken word to teach about different expressions of love
(self love, intimate love, social love, community love, and
universal love)._https.//tanayawinder.com

May 10: “The Great Mother and Me"
Bryan Hackett

Bryan shares his turn towards the
divine feminine in his prayers to the
Great Mother.

Music: Susan Peck and Jess Martin,
with a Sol Singers sound bath in the
foyer before worship.

Bryan Hackett is First Unitarian’s Director of Finance &
Operations, first joining the staff as our Accountant in
November 2022. A lifelong New Mexico native with over
30 years in ministry, Bryan has journeyed into Unitarian
Universalism over the last 10 years or so.

May 17: “Where Everything Is Music”
Susan Peck

Susan Peck celebrates her retirement
after 10 years as Director of Music at First
Unitarian, in a musical service featuring
Chalice Choir, Cantabilis, Spare Parts,
and plenty of congregational singing.

Join Susan in the courtyard after the
service for a celebration with food and
more music, including the String Band.

May 24: “Our Mural: A Symbol of Symbols”
The Rev. Christine Robinson, Minister Emerita

The mural of spiritual symbols which
forms the backdrop of our worship has
formed and informed this congregation
for 62 years. Christine will tell us about
some of its history, its many meanings,
and how it can remind us of who we are
as Unitarian Universalists. The Puppets will also have some
opinions to share. Join us after the service for cake as we
celebrate First U's 77th Birthday! See more on page 4.
Christine was the minister of First Unitarian from 1988-
2017. She still helps out around the place when asked,
but mostly enjoys participating as a member of the
congregation.

Music: Tom Godfrey, jazz guitarist.

May 31: “Collective Liberation”
The Rev. Stacey Mitchell

Music: Lydia Clark

Five Years
Cory Sudduth
Fifteen Years
Greg & Lesley Molecke

Thirty Years
Maria Stevens

We Light a Candle

We grieve with the friends and family of longtime church
member Lynne Seager, who died on March 26, and hold
her husband Carleton in our loving care.

We hold Ron Garcia-Herrera in our hearts as he grieves the
death of his aunt, Frances Garcia.

Warmest congratulations to our former intern minister,
James Galasinski, who has been called to his second
church, River Road UU congregation in Maryland. He and
his first church were featured in the last UU World. We can
be proud of the part we played in his training!

If you’re experiencing difficulties, health issues, or
transitions, reach out at caring@uuabqg.org.

Susan Peck Retirement Party!

Susan Peck announced her

retirement from First Unitarian in

October 2025 and will finish her

time with us at the end of this month -
after ten years on staff. She will ,
lead the worship service on May 17,

“Where Everything Is Music” with

Chalice Choir, Cantabilis, Spare Parts, and plenty
of congregational singing. After the service, we will
have big party in the Social Hall and courtyard, with
plenty more singing and karaoke, food, and fun.

Would you like to help out with this event?
Contact Rev. Emily Wright-Magoon

at ewm@uuabg.org.

A message from Susan:

As my time as your Director of Music draws to a
close, | want to express my gratitude to my amazing
colleagues on staff, the ministers and worship
leaders who have collaborated with me in creating
meaningful worship services, the musicians who
have spent hours learning and sharing music in
Chalice Choir, Sol Singers, Spare Parts, Cantabilis,
String Band, Youth Band, the Chamber Music
Reading Group, the AV team, those who helped with
concerts, and anybody who I've forgotten to include
in this list.

When | applied for the position back in 2015, |
wasn’t sure | wanted to move from Oregon to New
Mexico, but what an honor it was to be invited to

join this wonderful community. Being here has been
the capstone to a 30-year career as a UU musician,
which included small and midsize congregations,
regional and national music leadership opportunities,
learning to edit virtual choir videos, and sharing so
many harmonies and memories along the way. | will
miss you all; look for me waving at the church on
Sunday morning from some trail up on Sandia Ridge.

In harmony, Susan.

Watch Party on Sunday, May 3 at 4:00 pm
In February, First Unitarian members
voted unanimously to ordain our
former Intern Minister, Ron Ahnen. He
has requested for First Unitarian and
his home congregation, Mt. Diablo
Unitarian Universalist Church in Walnut
Creek, CA (in the Bay Area), to co-ordain him.

Ordination is one of the most significant moments within our
faith tradition. It serves as an enthusiastic acknowledgment
of a minister’s call to serve after the completion of years
dedicated to discernment, study, practical experience, and
spiritual formation. But, ordination is about more than one
person’s ministry. In the UU tradition, authority to ordain (and
to call) ministers rests squarely with Congregations. The
Rev. Joanna Crawford notes: “The ordination will happen

to me, but it is not about me. It's about the holy mystery in
which we understand ourselves as a Unitarian Universalist
congregation. We do not require an intermediary or higher
authority, such as a bishop, to acknowledge the workings of
Spirit; we are that authority.”

The Ordination Committee is hosting a watch party with
snacks and drinks in the Social Hall at 4:00 pm on May 3.
Everyone is welcome to watch from home, too! The link will
be posted at https://mduuc.org/service-stream/.

It’s not too late to volunteer to bring food or assist

on the day of the ordination. Please click on this link:

SignUpGenius for Reception.

Ministerial Search Committee Nominees

The Leadership Succession Committee (LSC), after speaking
to hundreds of members for their input last fall, has proposed
a slate of seven nominees for the Ministerial Search
Committee:

* Reed Atherton

« Jon Eldredge

* Ron Garcia-Herrera

* Mary Hockett

+ Jimmy Leung

* Lu Valdez

* Megan Raloff Wulfraat

The LSC heard that you wanted a varied team with different
backgrounds, and with different experiences of Unitarian
Universalism; and they listened. Look for the Special
Congregational Meeting Notice no later than May 17 with
full biographies of the nominees. Thank you to everyone
who expressed interest in serving, and to the final nominees
for their commitment to this important process for the future
of First U.
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Community News

Family Ministry

Goodbye from Laira

As | set off on my next adventure, | want to take
a moment to thank this congregation for eleven
meaningful years. When | started on staff as the
Church Administrator in January 2015, | was just
looking for a part-time job to get me out of the house after
our baby’s first birthday. Never did | imagine that | would
continue to grow in my work and my Unitarian Universalist
faith, and ultimately find a calling and career.

| feel honored to have been with so many of you during
important transitions in your life, and to have guided
almost 200 of you into membership at First Unitarian. | am
so proud of my time and work with this congregation, and |
have great belief in your ability to carry on what | have co-
created with you, striving to radically welcome everyone,
no matter their beliefs or background, as First U continues
through its current challenges, and ultimately thrives.

| want to especially thank Angela Herrera Koren and
Christine Robinson for their guidance, both spiritually and
professionally, and every intern minister, every member

of the staff | have worked with over the years for their
dedication—and for the many fun lunches and laughs and
delicious potlucks.

| would be remiss to not mention how First U’s Religious
Education program has impacted my family. Along with my
friend Alana Rodriguez—Mia Noren, Meghan Shattuck,
Meara Christopher, Althea & Kelsey Atherton, and every
RE teacher, OWL teacher, and camp counselor—I| want

to thank you. You have helped our three children grow
ever deeper into knowing their beliefs, with a fierce love
for themselves and others, and a deep sense of justice.
My wife, Iris, and | are eternally grateful for being able to
raise these wonderful humans we live with as UUs, and for
them to have had a safe place to truly be themselves for
so long.

Until we meet again, holding you in love.

Laira Magnusson

Happy Founders Day!

Congratulations! We will soon celebrate our 77th birthday!
First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque was founded

in May 1949, when Grants High School principal Felix
Arnold and his colleague Louise Pembroke advertised

a meeting seeking religious liberals in the Albuquerque
area. Amazingly, 30 people attended that May 16th at the
YWCA. This ambitious group met regularly for worship and
Sunday school in rented and borrowed spaces. Deciding
they fit best as Unitarians, they formed the Liberal
Religious Fellowship, which later became the Unitarian
Fellowship of Albuquerque.By 1952, with 55 members

and 25(!) children, the Fellowship called its first minister,
the Rev. Franklin Smith. We became the First Unitarian
Church in 1953, when membership reached 100, and we
bought our current 4-acre property for $15,000 in the then-
undeveloped Albuquerque desert. Our first building, now
called Memorial Hall, was our first sanctuary.

Join us Sunday, May 24th after worship for birthday
cake to celebrate us!

Thank You for Sharing!

The Transition Team was delighted that about 100 folks
joined us for lunch on April 19. We enjoyed a delicious
meal together and viewed a video where our Minister
Emerita, Christine Robinson, walked through First
Unitarian’s history.

After lunch, almost 50 folks stayed for small-group
conversations, facilitated by Board and Transition team
members, about our memories, feelings, and lives in the
congregation. These Appreciative Inquiry style discussions
will help the Transition Team, the Search Team, and the
congregation at large as we walk together into the future.

Thanks to all who shared in the afternoon! And mark your
calendars for more Transition Team action as we bring
congregational consultant Rev. Jake Morrill back on
June 19-20 and August 14-15.

Religious Education Update from Our Director of Family Ministry

Family Ministry in UU churches is often a place where generations meet in meaningful and joyful
ways. Older adults bring lived experience, patience, and curiosity into our religious education spaces
that are filled with energetic young people, creating a unique environment of shared learning. Rather
than simply teaching, these adults often act as guides—asking questions, telling stories, and helping
kids explore big ideas like justice, compassion, and wonder. Building these relationships and bridging
the generational gap is one of the most beautiful things we can do in our community.

One especially vibrant example is what | am calling “Summer of Sparkle.” During the months of July and August,
adults have the opportunity to share the things that light them up inside—whether it’s painting, gardening, music,
science experiments, knitting, or even stargazing. Kids get to see adults not just as teachers, or strangers they might
cross paths with in the social hall during coffee hour, but as passionate, creative people who are still learning and
growing. That energy is contagious.

The beauty of these intergenerational connections is that they go both ways. While adults offer wisdom and skills,
kids bring fresh perspectives, bold questions, and a sense of play. Together, they create a space where curiosity
thrives, and everyone feels valued.

In UU communities, this kind of shared experience reflects a core belief: that learning is lifelong, and that every
person—no matter their age—has something meaningful to offer. So, do you have something that you really love
to “nerd out” about and want to share with our young people? If so, please email me so we can talk about how to
connect you to this exciting summer series.

Alana Rodriguez: She/Her
Director of Family Ministry

arodri uuabg.or

Finance Report

2026

2026

Remaining

With the first quarter of the year complete,
revenue is looking steady. Expenses are

about $10K over budget so far with transition
costs. Please consider an extra donation
during the Spring Appeal!

Peace,

Bryan Hackett, Director of Finance and

Operations

As Of 3/31/2026 Remaining
Budget YTD Actual | Budget ($) | Budget (%)
Contribution Revenue $ 944,700 | $ 311,856 | $ 632,844 67%
Other Revenue 225,469 59,070 166,399 74%
TOTAL REVENUE 1,170,169 370,926 799,243 68%
Compensation Expenses 859,269 217,500 641,769 75%
Church Operations 165,180 39,553 125,626 76%
Church Programs 28,535 5,844 22,691 80%
Denominational/Professional 77,845 31,790 46,055 59%
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,130,829 294,687 836,141 74%
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSES 39,340 76,239
Transfer to Capital for Mortgage 48,084 12,021 36,063 75%
Allocated Surplus - Prior Yr 98,482 99,714
ENDING SURPLUS / FUND BAL $ 89,738| $ 163,932
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Calendar
Please keep an eye on our calendar for updates. Here’s what we have going on this month:

May 3 — Mini Camp and Family Picnic
: Youth from 12-1:30pm

May 10 — Mother’s Day (childcare only, no RE classes for children or youth)

May 17
- Elementary class at 10:30
* Youth from 12-1:30pm

The 2025-2026 Family Ministry/

Religious Education registration
form is live!

May 23 — Bosque Clean Up and Lunch
Stay connected to everything
happening with children, youth,
and their families
by registering
now! It's free and
the best way to
stay connected
to everything
happening.

May 24 — Memorial Day Holiday, RE is closed

May 31 — Last day of the 2025-2026 program year: Water Play Day!



mailto:arodrig@uuabq.org
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Adult Religious Education and Community Connections

Sunday Explorations

Join us on Sundays at 9:15 am in the Wesson
Room for discussions on topics related to
faith-based topics on UU history, social issues,
theological questions, and reflections on “right-
living.”

May 3—Adam Smith’s Theory of the Invisible Hand
of the Market. Is he rolling over in his grave at how this
theory has been used/abused? Cheryl Romanek will
offer a brief introduction to the 5 types of free market
economies that have evolved Smith’s open invisible
hand into a grasping fist, sharing examples of how
misunderstanding or unawareness of the significant
differences among them can feed beliefs and policies
that are anything but free. How has misinterpretation
affected us personally? What impact for the future?

May 10—Self-Directed Aging. Being Mortal:
Medicine and What Matters in the End. The popular
book by Atul Gawande will be the focus. The first 2
chapters will be discussed. How are you approaching
aging—-and what does aging mean to you? What are
the opportunities of aging? Self-directed aging is a
concept named by Explorations participants 8 years
ago when this book was published and encompassed
a strong desire to maintain agency in our later years.
How can we do so?

May 17—Self-Directed Aging Il. Being Mortal
cont’d. More on the issues of aging and how

we engage them, the support systems available.
Especially focused on housing, social connections and
end-of-life questions.

May 24—Endings and New Beginnings: How

We Engage Change (or Not!) There are a number

of transitions occuring at First Unitarian now. How

are you reacting/responding to them? What are the
opportunities for influencing how the congregation
emerges from staff changes and related adjustments in
policies and practices? What's important to you at the
core of what you want to experience here?

May 31—Practicing Democracy: Voting Matters.
Let’s consider history on close races and why it matters
that every eligible person make their “voice” heard
through the ballot. The NM Primaries are near. Are you
prepared to make your voice heard?

Desert Stream Buddhist Sangha

Fridays at 6:30 am in the Arnold room or on Zoom.
Each week we meditate and have a Buddhist service.

We welcome anyone who would like to practice seated
meditation as part of exploring their own spiritual practices,
learning about Buddhism, or simply feeling connected
through community-building and appreciation of life.

Now on Sundays, too!

We now offer a dharma sharing and discussion group
starting at 9:00 am before joining the Pop Up Dojo
meditation at 9:45 am. Desert Stream Sangha will also
offer meditation instruction upon request. Please feel free
to participate in one or both sessions and come and go as
you like! Please arrive a few minutes early for either group.
Please contact the Desert Stream Sangha at dsbsangha@
gmail.com with any questions.

Circle of Trust

Circle of Trust is a flexible-attendance covenant group led
by trained facilitators. We share our stories about topics
like Belonging and Gratitude, and we practice listening
compassionately without judgment. We meet 1st and 3rd
Thursday evenings on Zoom, and people can join at any

time. For information, contact Lea Ann Boone, |[boone133@

gmail.com.

Senior Women This Month

May 8 and 22 at 1:00 pm in RE Building

If you are a senior woman who wants connection and joy
with other women in our church, join us on the 2nd and 4th

Friday of the month at 1:00 pm in Room 1 of the RE building
(next to Memorial Hall) for conversation and friendship. Bring

a beverage of your choice and give us a try. For questions,
contact Gwen Sawyer at gandg10@comcast.net.

Wisdom Circle On Hiatus

Wisdom Circle is on an indefinite hiatus. Jerilyn Bowen, its
longtime and dedicated coordinator, has decided to step
back from facilitation for the time being.

Have you enjoyed the fellowship and learning among other
wise folks in the church? Reach out to Jerilyn at mettajb@
gmail.com to find out what is involved in coordinating the
group, and Alyssa Ammerman at admin@uuabg.org to let
her know you’d like to help out!

How Do You Counter Racism Based on

Your Identity?

Saturday, May 30, 2026 1:00-3:00 pm in the Social Hall
The Social Justice Council and AmeriCorps Public Allies
New Mexico (PANM) invite First Unitarian to a gathering
to answer this question together. The event will utilize a
fishbowl format where three small groups will sequentially
discuss a question while the room observes. Following
this, a communal dialogue will occur between all present.
The dialogue will center lived experience while fostering
intentional listening and respectful engagement.

We hope you will consider joining us in this important
conversation. In today’s climate—where racism continues
to shape lived experiences, institutions, and opportunity—
we believe it is essential to create intentional spaces for
honest dialogue. For more information, contact church
member Lauri Andress at landress1@gmail.com.

Earth Web Green Corner
Earth Web Successes and May Events!

Earth Web’s E-Waste Recycling event on April 19 was a
huge success! We collected:

* 16 phones

* 12 laptops (3: refurbished; all others we removed the

hard drives)

* 7 tablets (1: refurbished)

* 5 printers (1: refurbished)

* 4 monitors

*3VCRs

* and about 30 pounds of batteries.
A lot of “miscellaneous” items like routers, power stations,
surge protectors, power strips and extension cords,
adapters and cables. The most unusual thing we got was a

metal detector! Thank you to everyone who kept this waste
out of the landfills.

Plant Sale: Stop in the courtyard after worship on May
3. Earth Web will have beautiful vegetable plants for you
to purchase for your garden! Save room for tomato, sweet
and hot peppers, basil and various herbs! Bring cash!

Bosque Project: We’'ll be working on the Rio Grande
Bosque on May 23 and June 20, from 9:30-11:00. Sign
up in the Social Hall after services to get details and let

us know we can expect you! We will be seeding and
mulching in a previous thinning project location and also
helping keep the trails clear. Let’s all work together to help
our beautiful Planet Earth!

Family Promise Talk

Michael Trimm, the new Executive Director of Family
Promise, will be speaking in Memorial Hall on Sunday,
May 17 from 9:30-10:25 am. Please join us. Michael
will talk about the new facility Family Promise recently
purchased, and the changes that will bring to the shelter.
They will be able to host more families and offer more
services to the guests, which means they will need more
participation from us. Please mark your calendars and
attend this presentation. Michael is a very engaging
speaker and has big plans for Family Promise.

CUUPS This Month

Join CUUPS for a joyful Beltane celebration on Sunday,
May 10 (Mother’s Day), at 12:30 pm in RE Room 4 and
on the playground. Beltane marks the height of spring.
We welcome the season of warmth, growth, connection,
and vibrant energy.

We will share in a lively, community-centered ritual,
followed by time to gather, create, and celebrate. We'll
also make our own intention-fueled fabric flower crowns
(no experience needed.)

Participants are warmly invited to bring a percussion
instrument (or anything that makes a joyful sound) and a
shareable finger food to enjoy after the ritual.

Come as you are, and celebrate the turning of the season
with us. Contact Laura Page at |auranicpage@gmail.com.

Looking for Artists and Crafters

The next Arts and Crafts Fair is May 11 (Mothers
Day). We're always looking for people who want to

sell their creations a few Sundays a year. All media
are welcome. There is no entry fee — the church
collects a 30% commission. Please contact William
Baker at wmchbaker@gmail.com if you're interested in
participating.

MOV\H'/\QA( Reads

The Bread, Wine, and Book Club will meet on Friday,
May 8 at 6:30 pm. Our book is The Measure by Nikki
Erlick. Email Martha Beyerlein for information about our
meetings at martha.beyerlein@comcast.net.

The Nonfiction Book Club meets every Wednesday

at 2:00 pm in the Arnold Room. Our current book is The
Wide, Wide Sea by Hampton Sides. Contact Bob Wood at
roberttwood@gamail.com for more information.
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Albuquerque
10:30 am in the Sanctuary
Livestream on Zoom

East Mountains
11:00 AM
1 Deanna Ln.
Edgewood
(off Dinkle Road)
Socorro
4:00 PM on Sundays
Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 908 Leroy Place

UUA GENERAL %ESEMHLT
JUNE 14 - 21, 2024
™M MEET THE MOMEINT: TOOETHER EVERYWHERE

General Assembly 2026

For General Assembly in 2026, the UUA is creating a
virtual “everywhere GA.”

¢ June 14-16: Business of the Association (all online)

¢ June 19-21: Worship, Learning, and Celebration
(online and broadcast from the Studio Site in
Louisville, KY). If you would like to register to attend
General Assembly, go to_uua.org/ga for more details. As

a large congregation, First Unitarian is entitled to 12
voting delegates. If you would like to represent us as a
delegate, contact Board President EmmalLia Mariner at

boardpres@uuabg.org.
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