
Holding Steady Together: Working with Congregational Consultant Jake Morrill
First Unitarian is weathering a season of change. These transitions include the 
planned departure of Rev. Angela, Bob’s exit and de-fellowshipping, Rev. Beth’s 
resignation, Susan’s upcoming retirement, and more.
Taken together, these changes would be a lot for any congregation to absorb. So the 
Board and Transition Team brought in a professional congregational consultant, the 
Rev. Jake Morrill, to help us navigate this difficult time.
Jake communicated with a broad swath of the congregation through a variety of 
means: a survey completed by 48 members and friends; a day of individual and 
small-group meetings with church leaders, stakeholders, and staff; and a three-
hour facilitated workshop with a group of more than 35 passionate and thoughtful 
participants.
These conversations explored aspects of congregational life including finance, 
pastoral care, justice work, leadership processes, communication, and the lived 
experiences of members. Workshop participants reflected on lessons from the past 

year, shared their experiences, and explored possible paths forward.
Jake will submit a full report to the Transition Team in a few weeks. Meanwhile, here are some thoughts he shared 
with us:
“Even at this early stage, a few things already seem clear.
“First, this congregation is experiencing a significant number of changes at once. Such changes inevitably bring 
feelings of loss, uncertainty, and disruption. At the same time, what this congregation is experiencing is well within 
the range of what many congregations encounter during periods of transition.
“Second, during times like these, familiar patterns of communication and decision-making often feel less steady 
than before. This is part of the natural ‘entropy’ that accompanies transition. Yet throughout the conversations this 
weekend, it was also evident that many members and leaders are both capable of—and committed to—working 
together to navigate this moment.
“Transitions are rarely easy. But they can also be times when communities rediscover their strengths, deepen 
relationships, and clarify what matters the most in the forward-going mission.”
Moving forward, we must continue to learn how to communicate clearly, make 
decisions together, and strengthen a collaborative congregational culture. With 
these tools, we can carry our congregation into the future with resilience and 
shared purpose.
Thank you to each person who shared their experiences with Jake, and 
to everyone who contributes to support this congregation. Your voice and 
commitment are helping shape the path ahead.
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April’s Theological Theme Is “Embracing Possibility.”



April 5: “Easter”
The Rev. Stacey Mitchell
A reflection for Easter on 
resurrection and reincarnation, 
through a look at Jesus, Buddhism, 
and the earth.
Music: Susan Peck and Chalice 

Choir, with Lydia Clark, Vance Bass, Chris Paul.
Annual Easter Party! After the service, there will be a 
kids’ egg hunt in the courtyard, prizes, a Baked Goods & 
Craft Sale supporting UU Kids Camp, music, and fun to 
be had by all. We encourage everyone to wear their most 
fun Easter or Spring bonnets and hats.
Please sign up here to donate baked goods or crafts to 
the sale!

April 12: “Come to Jesus: 
Some Things My Mental 
Illness Taught Me” 
Christine Socorro Yovovich
How did rejecting the shame and 
stigma surrounding their mental 
illness help Christina root more fully into our beloved 
community? How can listening to all the parts of yourself 
bring you strength? Come contemplate through story and 
reflection. The service will include a farewell ritual for Rev. 
Beth Elliot, our departing Associate Minister. After the 
service, there will be a short reception for her with some 
special music led by Susan Peck.
Music: Lydia Clark, Staff Musician.
Christina Socorro Yovovich’s pronouns are she/her/they/
them. She has been a member of First Unitarian since 
2014. Their family roots begin in Mexico and Montenegro 
and the labels they claim for themself include writer, 
mother, artist, bipolar, autistic, fat, person with PTSD, and 
wisdom seeker.

April 19: “Earth Day” 
The Rev. Stacey Mitchell
Music: Susan Peck with Cantabilis.
.

Virtual Vespers on Wednesdays 
7:00 pm: These short (25 minute), lay-led midweek 
services are on Zoom only. 
Enter Meeting ID: 831 0756 4002 with
Passcode: UUABQ or click here.

Worship Calendar for April
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Worship on Sundays
10:30 am: We have a new service time, in-person and 
livestreamed over Zoom. 
Enter Meeting ID: 883 5889 1841 or click here.

 If you are feeling ill, please choose to wear a mask, or stay home and join us on Zoom!

April 26: “Youth Led Service” 
Our youth-led service will be planned 
and led by the amazing youth in our 
congregation. They choose the theme, 
write reflections, share music or 
readings, and guide the congregation. 
It gives them space to express their 

values, practice leadership, and share their voices with the 
wider community. We will also hold a child dedication 
ceremony on this day for the first time in years. This 
time-honored Unitarian Universalist tradition is open 
to children of all ages. Contact Alana Rodriguez at 
arodrig@uuabq.org to find out more!
Music: Youth Musicians

We Light a CandleWe Light a Candle            
We grieve the deaths of these beloved members of our 
congregation:
• Kirstin Ramsay died on February 16 after a 13 year battle 
with cancer. We hold her mother, Chris Ramsay, and her 
entire family in our love during this difficult time.
• Jo Wilsdorf, who died on March 18 after complications 
from a fall. 
• Ken Oslund died on March 21 after a long illness. We 
hold his wife, Carol, in our hearts.
• Henry “Mack” Davis, who died on March 15. We grieve 
with his wife Marian and their family.

We hold Maggie Garcia in our hearts as she grieves the 
death of her daughter, Enrica.
We light a candle for Denise Bleakly, whose mother has 
died.
We grieve with Sue Coates, whose sister died on March 28.
We hold Doug Francis in our hearts as he grieves the death 
of his wife, Nancy Garrison Francis, in December.
We send healing thoughts to Dale Potter, who is recovering 
from surgery, and hold his wife Milagros Padilla in our loving 
care.
We celebrate the birth of Alana Rodriguez’s grandson, 
Declan. Congratulations to her daughter, Alyssa, and their 
growing family.

If you’re experiencing difficulties, health issues, or 
transitions, reach out at caring@uuabq.org. 
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Membership Milestones This Month Last Chance to Take the Survey!
We are continuing to assess the current state of accessibility 
and inclusivity for disabled people within our congregation. 
We seek to create an inclusively designed space, free from 
ableism, where all individuals feel radically 
welcome and are able to participate in all 
aspects of our church. You can take this 
survey online by clicking here or scanning 
the QR code. The survey will officially 
close on Sunday, April 19.

Keepers of The Flame
The annual Keepers of the Flame appreciation dinner is 
scheduled for Friday, April 24 from 5:00–7:00 pm in the 
Social Hall. We welcome all keepers to attend, and request 
an RSVP at either of the email addresses listed below.
If you are interested in learning more about how you can help 
insure the future of UUs in NM by becoming a Keeper of the 
Flame, please contact either David Bouquin at dbouquin5@
gmail.com or Peggy Angelina at psangelina77cpa@gmail.
com.

One Year
Amanda Bienz & Carl Pearson

Catherine Hogan
Cindy Kelsey

Elizabeth Nuanez
Fifteen Years
Stirling Crow
Pam Olsen
Bob Wood

Twenty Years
Kathi Foy

Melissa & Rick Kennedy
Twenty-Five Years
Wendy Simms-Small

Merak Spielman
Fifty Years

Jerry Shelton

Staff Goodbye Celebrations
Rev. Beth Elliot announced that she would be leaving 
her position in a message to the congregation on 
March 13. Beth says:
“It has been a profound gift to serve in many roles 
within this congregation over the past 25 years. This 
community helped nurture my call to ministry, and it 
has been an honor to serve you as a minister since 
last summer.”
Beth will be at church on Sunday, April 12 to say 
goodbye to our congregation. We are planning a 
fun celebration during coffee hour after the service 
in honor of her time with us. She will be honoring 
healthy best practices in our denomination by being 
out of contact with congregants and staff for a year 
after. 
Susan Peck announced her retirement from First 
Unitarian in October 2025 and will finish her time 
with us at the end of May after ten years on staff. 
Mark your calendars now for a big celebration on 
Sunday, May 17 with a musical worship service 
featuring Chalice Choir, Cantabilis, Spare Parts, 
and plenty of congregational singing, followed by an 
all-church potluck and taco bar in the Social Hall and 
courtyard, with plenty more singing and karaoke. 

Would you like to help out with the planning for 
these bittersweet goodbyes? Contact Rev. Emily 
Wright-Magoon at ewm@uuabq.org.

April
“Our-Story Month” 

with the Transition Team

In order to set our sights on the future, let’s 
learn about First Unitarian’s past from the 

experts—each other!

Starting on April 5, you’ll see an interactive 
history display on the walls of the 

Sanctuary. This is your history, and we want 
you to be a part of it! Use the materials 

provided to share your memories.

On April 19, we’ll gather for lunch and to 
turn our stories into vision and mission in a 
session of Appreciative Inquiry in facilitated 

small groups.

We can’t wait to hear what 
you have to say!
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Finance Report
We are a couple months into the year, and 
we have been hit with some extra repair and 
maintenance costs right up front this year, 
as well as extra costs associated with our 
ongoing transition. I am tracking contributions 
closely and they seem to be on track with last 
year so far. Thanks for all of your support, 
financial and otherwise.
Peace,
Bryan Hackett, 
Director of Finance and Operations

General Assembly 2026 
Sunday, June 14 through Sunday, June 21
For General Assembly in 2026, the UUA is creating a 
virtual “everywhere GA” with both online and distributed 
in-person options that will allow Unitarian Universalists to 
participate in whichever way works best for them.  
• June 14–16: Business of the Association (all online)
• June 19–21: Worship, Learning, and Celebration 
(online and broadcast from the Studio Site in 
Louisville, KY)
If you would like to register to attend General Assembly 
virtually and/or in person in Kentucky, go to uua.org/ga for 
more details. As a large congregation, First Unitarian 
is entitled to 12 delegates to General Assembly, which 
will be conducting its business June 14–16 online. If you 
would like to represent us as a delegate, contact Laira 
Magnusson at LMags@uuabq.org.

Help Us Celebrate Ron’s Ordination! 
Watch Party on Sunday, May 3 at 4:00 pm
On February 22, members of First Unitarian voted 
unanimously to ordain our former Intern Minister, Ron 

Ahnen. He has requested for 
First Unitarian to join his home 
congregation, Mt. Diablo Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Walnut Creek, 
CA (in the Bay Area), for his ordination 
ceremony. What a memorable 
milestone for Ron!

All congregants are invited to travel to California for this 
special event. For those who are unable to go, we will host 
a watch party with snacks and drinks in the Social Hall at 
4:00 pm on May 3. We will also publicize the livestream 

link for anyone who wants to watch from home.
An Ordination Planning Committee has been formed, 
but we need a few more people to join so that “many 
hands make light work,” as the saying goes. To join the 
committee coordinating the party, contact Cindy McAdams 
at cindywarden5@gmail.com. To volunteer to bring food or 
assist on the day of the ordination, please click on this link: 
SignUpGenius for Reception.
One way we would like to participate in the ceremony 
is with a video of our congregation sending best 
wishes. Are you a videographer who could help with 
that project? Please reach out to Laira Magnusson at 
LMags@uuabq.org! 

Church Sign Task Force
The Church Sign Task Force has been formed to explore 
putting “First Unitarian Church” with a chalice logo on the 
exterior of the sanctuary tower, as well as refurbishing the 
corner sign at Comanche and Carlisle. Previous efforts 
were made to increase church visibility and signage by 
designing a 9’ high LED sign, but neighbors were not in 
favor of it and the permit was denied. Fundraising efforts 
generated $35,000 for 
the project. We are 
consulting with Doug 
Heller, who was the 
architect for our new 
sanctuary and the 
renovation of the Social 
Hall. Member of the 
Task Force are (pictured 
left to right) Bill Miller, Geri Knoebel, Peggy Whitmore, 
Dorothy Wallace, Bryan Hackett, and Donna Collins.
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Religious Education Update from Our Director of Family Ministry 
One of our shared values in Unitarian Universalism is Pluralism: We are all sacred beings, diverse 
in culture, experience and theology. In this space, and hopefully in many others as well, children 
and youth are basically professional possibility-explorers. Give them a question like “What if?” and 
it opens up the possibility (our theme for the month of April) for the room to fill with ideas—some 
profound, some hilarious, all worth hearing. Embracing new possibilities in UU spaces means letting 
curiosity run a little wild, chasing big questions with the same motivation we chase after the ball while 
playing a game outside.
Instead of memorizing one “right” answer, our kids get to ask, “Could it be this? Or that? Or…what if we tried both 
while wearing silly hats?” Whether they’re learning about kindness, justice, or how to build the world’s most ambitious 
blanket fort, they’re encouraged to imagine boldly and act with compassion. New possibilities aren’t scary—they’re 
kind of exciting, like opening a mystery box that might contain a brilliant idea…or at least a good snack.
Youth especially learn that their voices matter right now, not just “someday.” They can dream up creative solutions to 
real-world problems, speak up for fairness, and even gently challenge adults (respectfully, of course…mostly). In UU 
communities, questioning isn’t trouble. It’s encouraged and celebrated.
And yes, sometimes embracing possibility looks like deep discussions about meaning and justice. Other times, it 
looks like laughing uncontrollably during a group activity that somehow involves glitter, glue, and a life lesson.
In the end, kids raised in our faith tradition grow into people who aren’t afraid to imagine a better world—and maybe 
make it a little sillier, kinder, and more joyful along the way.

Alana Rodriguez: She/Her
Director of Family Ministry
arodrig@uuabq.org

Calendar
You can always check the Family Ministry Calendar linked on the Family Ministry page on the website for the most 
up-to-date information about classes and events. You can also see it here. Here’s what we have happening this 
month:

April 5: Easter Programming and Party
· No Youth Group

April 12
· Elementary class at 10:30
· Youth from 12–1:30pm

April 19
· Elementary class at 10:30
· Youth from 12–1:30pm

April 25: Youth Event—Cooking Competition

April 26: Youth Lead Service
· Multi-gen service, childcare available
· Youth from 12–1:30pm

The 2025–2026 Family Ministry/
Religious Education registration 
form is live! 

Stay connected to everything 
happening with children, youth, 
and their families 
by registering 
now! It’s free and 
the best way to 
stay connected 
to everything 
happening. 
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Sunday Explorations
Join us on Sundays at 9:15 an in the Wesson Room 
for discussions on topics related to faith-based 
topics on UU history, social issues, theological 
questions, and reflections on “right-living.”  

April 5—Easter Sunday. A Progressive Christian 
perspective on Easter and its meaning today. Consider 
its significance, its meaning in your early life and how 
that may have changed over time.

April 12—What is LOVE?  We use the word Love 
often when speaking of what Unitarian Universalism 
is about. Do we pause to reflect on what this word 
Love really means and what it calls from us? A reading 
and quotes by the 19th century philosopher, Soren 
Kierkegaard, will be discussed.  

April 19—Our Interconnected Web: Challenges and 
Gratitude. April 22 is Earth Day. As UUs we affirm our 
existence as a part of the interconnected web. How are 
we to honor this day at this time? What challenges do 
we encounter? How do we both adapt to environmental 
change and resist at the same time?

April 26—The Beginning Comes After the End: 
Notes on a World of Change is a new book of essays 
by  Rebecca Solnit. She writes on cultural, social 
and political change. We will consider one of her 
essays and consider how we engage change as well, 
especially how we respond to ideas that are new and 
challenge our current ways of thinking.

UU History Series Rescheduled
Our congregation is in a very important time of transition, 
and we want as many people as possible to engage 
with the activities planned by the Transition Team and 
the upcoming Search Committee. We also want to invite 
everyone to participate in generous goodbyes for Susan 
Peck and Rev. Beth. To honor these opportunities, we 
are postponing UU History 101 until September of this 
year, at the beginning of the new church year. Watch for 
more information as the time approaches. We have a 
great team of UU History buffs who will co-facilitate the 
seven sessions. Stay tuned! Donna Collins and Angela 
Merkert

Adult Religious Education and
Desert Stream Buddhist Sangha
Fridays at 6:30 am in the Arnold room or on Zoom. 
Each week we meditate and have a Buddhist service. 
We welcome anyone who would like to practice seated 
meditation as part of exploring their own spiritual practices, 
learning about Buddhism, or simply feeling connected 
through community-building and appreciation of life. 
Now on Sundays, too!
We now offer a dharma sharing and discussion group 
starting at 9:00 am before joining the Pop Up Dōjō 
meditation at 9:45 am. Desert Stream Sangha will also 
offer meditation instruction upon request. Please feel free 
to participate in one or both sessions and come and go as 
you like! Please arrive a few minutes early for either group. 
Please contact the Desert Stream Sangha at dsbsangha@
gmail.com with any questions.

Circle of Trust
Circle of Trust is a flexible-attendance covenant group led 
by trained facilitators. We share our stories about topics 
like Belonging and Gratitude, and we practice listening 
compassionately without judgment. We meet 1st and 3rd 
Thursday evenings on Zoom, and people can join at any 
time. For information, contact Lea Ann Boone, lboone133@
gmail.com. 

Wisdom Circle: Hard Lessons
Saturday, April 18, 10:00 am–noon in Memorial Hall.
Amid the spring glory, we regather around our table to be 
together in this time of trial and to share our stories about 
the hard lessons that’ve come our way in a lifetime of being 
human on Planet Earth. How did your hard lesson come 
about and what did you learn? Looking back, do you wish 
you’d done something differently? Or perhaps see that you 
just didn’t know better until you got jolted into a new level 
of awareness? Did your awakening change the way you 
inhabited your life afterwards?Please bring something for 
our potluck brunch and your own beverage of choice. All 
comers welcome. Info: Jerilyn Bowen, mettajb@gmail.com.

Senior Women This Month 
April 10 and 24 at 1:00 pm in RE Building
If you are a senior woman who wants connection and joy 
with other women in our church, join us on the 2nd and 4th 
Friday of the month at 1:00 pm in Room 1 of the RE building 
(next to Memorial Hall) for conversation and friendship. Bring 
a beverage of your choice and give us a try. For questions, 
contact Gwen Sawyer at gandg10@comcast.net. 
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Landscape Work Day
Saturday, April 4, 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Join us for a morning of pruning and weeding on the 
church grounds as we prepare the campus for Easter! 
Bring your favorite pruning sheers or loopers and don’t 
forget your garden gloves. Our work ends at 11:00 
when we stop to enjoy a soup lunch provided by Cindy 
McAdams and conversation with fellow gardeners. To 
guarantee we have enough soup for lunch, please RSVP 
to Mketelle@gmail.com.

Library Books Missing
If you have these books from our church library, please 
contact the church office. 
In Parables: The Challenge of the Historical Jesus, by 
John Dominic Crossan. BT375.2.C76 1973
The Bhagavadgita, translated by S. Radhakrishnan. 
BL1138.E5 1974
The Boston Religion: Unitarianism in Its Capital City, by 
Peter Tufts Richardson. BX9833.6 .B6 .R53
The Essence of Sufism, by John Baldock. BP189.3.B35 
2004
The Natural Man: Poems on U.G., by Larry Morris. B5134.
K7654 M677 1993
The New Testament in Modern English, by J. B. Phillips. 
BS2095.P5 1958
The Source of Human Good, by Henry Nelson Wieman. 
BD232.W52 1964
Zen and Us, by Graf Karlfried Durckheim. 
BQ9265.4.D8313 1987
If you’re confused about how to check out the library 
books, just telling the office staff is fine. Thank you!

Monthly Reads
The Bread, Wine, and Book Club will meet on Friday, 
April 10 at 6:30 pm. Our book is The Berry Pickers by 
Amanda Peters. Email Martha Beyerlein for information 
about our meetings at martha.beyerlein@comcast.net.

Talk to Your Social Justice Council
The Social Justice Council wants to hear from you! We’re 
reaching out to learn more about the issues that matter 
most to you—and how you’d like to be part of the work 
going forward.
As First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque moves into 
its next chapter, we want the SJC’s priorities to reflect 
the values and concerns of our whole congregation. 
Social justice work is most powerful when it’s rooted in 
community—and that means your perspective is essential.

Whether you’re deeply involved in social 
justice work or just getting curious, every 
voice counts. Please take a few minutes 
to complete the survey by Thursday, 
April 10. We’re grateful for your time and 
your input! Click here to go to the survey, 
or scan the QR code. 

  
Earth Web Green Corner
Earth Web has planned for a busy April!
April 19: Get ready for Earth Day, which is April 22. After 
the service that day, stop by our table in the courtyard! 
Bring your E-waste to us and we’ll take care of recycling 
it! Bring household electronics, batteries and unused 
cords. We can help ‘wipe’ devices as needed, and take 
them to recycling facilities right away! See the flyer on the 
back page for more details.
April 26: Join us at the Albuquerque Earth Day Festival 
at Balloon Fiesta Park! Many of us will bike together right 
after the service. We’ll provide some snacks to give you 
energy for the trip! We have tickets for 10 bike riders in the 
name of First Unitarian Church, so join us! Some of us will 
carpool as well. 

CUUPS This Month
Monthly Meeting
Saturday, April 11 at 6:00 pm, Arnold Room and Zoom. 
Join us as we begin planning for our Beltane ritual! 
Contact Laura Page at lauranicpage@gmail.com.

Attention Artists and Crafters
The Arts and Crafts Fair is always looking for people who 
want to sell their creations a few Sundays a year. All media 
are welcome. The next fair is the second Sunday in May. 
Please contact William Baker at wmchbaker@gmail.com if 
you’re interested in participating.
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