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' FIRSTUNITARIAN Meeting
Albuquerquee East Mountains ¢ Socorro Notice

——

2026 Annual Meeting

January 25 ¢ 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Livestream on Zoom: Meeting ID:883 5889 1841

The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026 at 2:00 pm
in the sanctuary, with a livestream available over Zoom. Check-in for those attending in
person will start at 1:15 pm in the sanctuary foyer. The Zoom meeting will open at 1:30 pm.
Childcare will be provided in the Religious Education building.

Everyone is invited, but you must be a member in good standing as of December 25,
2025 to vote. Voting membership is attained 30 days after signing the Membership book
or a designated proxy. Members eligible to vote at congregational meetings are those who
made a financial contribution of any amount during the last year, unless specific alternate
arrangements have been made through the church office. Contact Laira Magnusson,
Director of Congregational Life, at LMags@uuabg.org if you have any questions about your
current membership status.

Change for the Future 2026

Eligible congregants (see above) will vote (either in-person or virtually) for 4 of the following
Change for the Future candidate organizations at the meeting. Please stop by their tables in
the Social Hall from 12:45-2:00 on January 25 or visit their websites below.

The Children’s Hour on KUNM La Cosecha CSA

Art of Living Prison Program Roadrunner Food Bank

Faith Roots Reproductive Action Minara Muslim Community Food Program
Saranam ABQ Contigo Immigrant Justice

Inhora Yerba Mansa Project

Soup Lunch Fundraiser for UU Kids Camp!

Stay after church for the meeting on Sunday, January 25 and eat lunch with other members
before the meeting! A $5/person suggested donation will go towards the scholarship fund for
our annual UU Kids Camp in the mountains each July, ensuring every family can send their
kKids to this life-enriching experience.

Would you like to help? We need volunteers to bring a pot of soup from home, setup, serve,
and cleanup. Sign up online by clicking here. Contact Alana Rodriguez at arodrig@uuabg.org
with any questions.




Confirmation of Quorum (10% of membership)

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore, Moderator

Call to Order

Review of the Rules of Debate

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore

Voting Instruction for Virtual Attendees

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore

Chalice Lighting

Emmalia Mariner,
President of the Congregation

Leadership Succession Committee

Report

Introduction of 2026 Nominees for Leader-
ship

Marilyn O’Boyle, Chair

Vote on 2026 Leadership

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore

Collection of “Change for the Future” Ballots

Reports

Treasurer’s Report

Michael McDonald, Treasurer

Endowment Fund Committee Report

Peter Chestnut, Chair

2026 Budget

Presentation of 2026 Operating Budget

Michael McDonald, Treasurer
Bryan Hackett, Director of Finance

Vote to Accept 2026 Budget

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore

President’s Report

Emmalia Mariner,
President of the Congregation

State of the Church Report

The Rev. Stacey Mitchell
Interim Senior Minister

Adjournment




Leadership Succession Report

Nominees* & Continuing Positions**

President (1-year term, renewed)

Emmalia Mariner

Treasurer (1-year term, renewed)

Michael McDonald

Board of Directors
(2-year term, renewable once)

Nominated for a Second Term:
Donna Collins, Andrea Lee,
Michael McDonald, William Miller
Continuing in Place: Gale
Borkenhagen, Elaine Edmonds,
EmmalLia Mariner, Chris Mayo,
Raymond Wolfgang

Endowment Committee
(2-year term, renewable once)

New Nominees: Peggy Angelina,
Faye Rafferty, Kevin Whitmore
Continuing in Place: David Bouquin,
Wade Wheelock

Leadership Succession Committee
(2-year term, renewable once)

New Nominees: Amy Brown, Justin
Ford, David Hathaway, Nancy McGuire,
Cheryl Romaneck, Amy Sun
Nominated for a Second Term:
Ted Zuschlag

Moderator (2-year term, renewed)

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore

*Subject to vote. **Not subject to vote.

2025 LSC Members
Marilyn O’'Boyle, Chair
Sue Coates
Martha Ketelle
Nancy Kilpatrick
Cheri Plavnick
Jacob Shull

Ted Zuschlag pages.

The Leadership Succession Committee (LSC) is responsible for
preparing a slate of candidates for elections at our Annual Meeting.

The LSC makes recommendations for nominees to fill vacancies

on the Board of Directors, Endowment, and Leadership Succession
Committees. There are 21 positions on these committees. For 2026
elections, the LSC has developed a slate of 15 candidates. Eight are new
nominees for vacancies and seven are nominated for a second term.
Available bios of new and second-term nominees appear on the following




Leadership Succession Report

President

EmmalLia Mariner (Renewed Term)

Emmalia Mariner has attended First Unitarian regular-
ly since 2020, and officially became a member in June
2022. Her family attended UU congregations on-and-off
throughout her youth, and she returned to congrega-
tions independently twice: first in high school, where she
bridged within this Albuquerque community; and again
as an adult after college in the Ann Arbor congregation
in Michigan. She has been involved with First Unitarian’s
Young Adults and Spanish-speaking groups, and has
served on the Board of Directors for the past two years.
During the week, she works for a public benefit software
company in the court and addiction recovery spaces
called Reconnect.

Treasurer

Michael McDonald (Renewed Term)

Michael McDonald is the current Treasurer and wishes
to continue his service. He has been a member of First
Unitarian Church for 41 years.Michael first actively
served on the finance and fundraising committees
1980-2000s, took a long break, then returned—first
helping form the Radical Generosity group—then

joining the finance committee, and now serving as
Treasurer. Michael was Board Secretary in the 1990s,
then Parliamentarian, then Moderator in continuous
succession until January 2024. He has worked as an RE
teacher, a UU kids camp counselor, gardener, long-range
planner, Sunday Services announcer, choir member,
and audio and video technician. Michael is a research
engineer by trade and developed his finance knowledge
mainly through church and personal finances.

Board of Directors

Donna Collins (Second Term)

Donna Collins joined her first Unitarian church in
Chandler, AZ in 1980. She has been a member of First
Unitarian since 1998 when she moved to Albuquerque.
She has served on the Board of Directors, the Adult
Religious Education Council, the Landscape Committee,
volunteered in the Food Pantry, coordinated the
renovation of the Memorial Hall and most recently
inaugurated the 4th Sunday Speaker Series. In

addition, she was a founding member of the Unitarian

Congregation of Taos where she served as Board
President and Worship Coordinator from 2005-2010.

Andrea Lee (Second Term)

Andrea Lee has been attending First Unitarian since
2006 and joined the congregation in 2008. She currently
sings in Chalice Choir and serves as an usher. Her
previous volunteer service in the congregation includes
teaching religious education and serving on the
Membership Committee. After a long career as an editor
in religious publishing, she is now enjoying retirement.
She lives on Albuquerque’s west side with her two cats,
Sammy and Leo.

Bill Miller (Second Term)

Bill Miller began attending First Unitarian in 2017. He
quickly realized that this was the place he was looking
for and became a church member in 2018. Bill is
currently involved with the RE program and attends the
Connections table once or twice per month. He helped
with ushering Zoom meetings during the pandemic
months as well as Family Promise before the pandemic.
Bill is married to Jeanine Miller, and they have two

sons. Travis lives in Boston with his wife and Aaron in
Brooklyn with his wife and two sons. Bill retired in 2012
after 25 years with UNM. He served on the UNM Retiree
Association board for six years and embraced their moto
of, “Don’t retire from something, retire to something.” Bill
has worked with various nonprofit organizations both
locally and internationally.

Leadership Succession Committee

Amy Brown (New Nominee)

Amy grew up in the Kansas City area and spent 30
years living in California, mostly in the Bay Area. She
has an undergraduate degrees in journalism and political
science and a law degree. After several years in private
legal practice, she entered the public sector, first as

an attorney and then as a senior level manager. She
finished my 18-year public sector career in 2017 when
she and her wife, Lisa White, decided to retire and
relocate to Albuquerque. Her retirement lasted a year
before she joined a small environmental consulting firm
as a project manager, ultimately becoming the company’s
Chief Operating Officer in 2020. After nearly seven years
with that company, she retired at the end of June 2025.
Amy and Lisa had attended the UU church in San
Francisco a few times and decided to check out First
Unitarian here in Albuquerque in September 2024. They
immediately felt as if they had found their spiritual home




Leadership Succession Report

and became members in October 2024. Amy packs
dog food for distribution in the food pantry; is an active
member of the Lavender Family and Rainbow Network;
ushers on the third Sunday of each month;

participates in the Circle of Trust covenant group;
actively participated on the Nicho Task Force; and
joined the Leadership Succession Committee when
there was an unexpected vacancy in April 2025. She
looks forward to continuing to serve on the LSC.

Justin Ford (New Nominee)

Justin is a relatively new member of the congregation,
having joined in August 2022. He is an active volunteer
on the church audio/visual team operating the

sound mixer one Sunday a month. Along with his
partner and fellow congregational member, Marlene
Vega, Justin is an enthusiastic traveler and devotes
time to studying the Spanish language. He also enjoys
spirited driving in his BMW M2 or a glass of Oregon
wine in an outdoor setting. Justin is also a home
theater buff and enjoys running, bike riding, and weight
training.

David Hathaway (New Nominee)

David Hathaway was introduced to the UU way of life
in 1998 by his late wife’s grandmother, who was in her
early 80’s and very proud to be a Unitarian. She guided
him by the arm, pointed to her christening picture and
said, “that’s when | was a Christian.” He then knew
where his future wife inherited her chutzpah, sealing
his future—he was going to marry her granddaughter.
David and his soon-to-be wife joined the Unitarian
Universalist of Petaluma, California. It was a young
congregation, and they were the 33rd and 34th new
congregants. He eventually became the second
President of the Board, served as the sound engineer,
taught RE, and cooked for the church during its

Labor Day retreats. When his wife passed away, he
drifted until meeting his present wife, Laura Gutierrez-
Spencer, who taught and was the Director of Chicano
Programs at NMSU. Laura led David to New Mexico,
and he introduced her to Unitarian Universalism. They
both joined First U in June of 2024.

Nancy McGuire (New Nominee)

Nancy McGuire grew up in New Mexico and returned
from the Washington DC metro area in 2021 after

a 30-plus year absence. She was a member of the
Washington Ethical Society, a UU-affiliated religious
humanist organization, for about 20 years. While in
WDC, she worked as a magazine and website editor

and a government public affairs and communications
contractor before starting her own freelance writing
business in 2013. She continues to work as a freelancer,
and she enjoys photography, long walks, music, and
hanging out with her sister and friends. After joining First
Unitarian at the end of 2023, she helped survey the
membership for the update to the campus master plan
and currently serves as a Sunday greeter.

Cheryl Romanek (New Nominee)

Cheryl Romanek became a member of First Unitarian
upon moving to Albuquerque in October 2019. As an
active volunteer at First U, she has participated in a
variety of activities including: choir, Zoom ushering,
discussion groups, tutoring, and office receptionist.
With an educational background in sociology and
systems theory, Cheryl enjoyed a 40-year career in the
communication and technology field. Before

moving to Albuquerque, she lived in Woodbridge,
Virginia and attended the Bull Run Unitarian Universalist
(BRUU) church where she had the opportunity to
experience the process of selecting a new minister.

Amy Sun (New Nominee)

Amy Sun retired from Sandia National Laboratories

in September 2025 after 26 years. She was born in
Taiwan and immigrated to the US in 1978. She grew up
in California, studied Chemical Engineering at Berkeley,
then obtained her doctorate in Pennsylvania. Amy
moved to Albuquerque in 1997 and raised her two
daughters in New Mexico. In 2015, she started attending
First U to seek a spiritual practice reminiscent of her
childhood memories. She has been involved in different
capacities: Family Promise, Strategic Planning, and
Nichos Display. She facilitates membership of

People of Color Caucus & DRUUMM. When not
volunteering, Amy enjoys her retirement by practicing
Martial Arts/yoga, painting, quilting, and hiking with her
dog Jojo.

Ted Zuschlag (Second Term)

Ted Zuschlag began attending First Unitarian in August
of 2021.He has been supporting Sunday’s 9:00 am
Zoom services. From 2016 to 2021, he attended the
Unitarian Fellowship of Corvallis, Oregon. In 2015, he
retired from the Oregon University System, where he
had been a data wrehouse designer. He raised his four
daughters in Corvallis. His interests include parenting,
contemporary cultural issues, storytelling, languages,
cycling to the grocery store, cooking, and music.




Endowment Committee

Peggy Angelina (New Nominee)

Peggy Angelina, CPA (retired) has been a member of
First Unitarian since February 2025. Immediately upon
joining the church she began volunteering. Currently
she is volunteering for the Sunday morning coffee crew,
landscaping team, ushering team, and is working with
Jennifer Pruett as team leader managing the Tuesday
morning food pantry delivery from Road Runner. Career
highlights include stints at banks, and insurance and
investment companies. Her specialties were commercial
real estate, mortgage loans, and security investments.

Peggy has been with her partner Dr. Trenia Walker since
December 1991. They were legally married in March
2017. Trenia is a tenured full professor in the College

of Education at The University of New Mexico. Peggy is
anxiously awaiting Trenia’s retirement. Camping was their
passion but now they enjoy short trips, hiking, discovering
new restaurants, spending time with their new UU friends
and pampering their four dogs.

Faye Rafferty (New Nominee)

Faye moved to Albuquerque with her late husband,

John, in 2018 and continued their memberships with UU
churches, joining the Albuquerque congregation. She
joined the Finance Committee soon after and was elected
Treasurer during the next year.

After earning an MBA in her mid-career years, she had
a successful careerm including ten years living and
working in England then returning home to Upstate New
York. Having enjoyed several visits over the years to the
southwest, the move to Albuquerque was in part to get
to warmer “climes.” She is a cyclist, swimmer and birder
and a member of two reading groups. She has recently
become more active in the church, in part because our

political environment demands a strong liberal community.

Kevin Whitmore (New Nominee)

Kevin Whitmore joined First U with his wife Peggy in
1997. Kevin has served in various ways here at First U.
He has been an usher for many years. Kevin also serves
on the First U Food Pantry, helping with distribution and
packing of grocery bags. In the past, Kevin served on the
Finance Committee and the ARC Building Task Force.

Kevin retired from his career in 2024, where he managed
inventories of precious metals, gemstones, and other
supplies used by jewelers. Kevin is very thankful for the
community here at First U, where we can share common
beliefs and find ways to express them together into the
greater world.

Moderator (no term limit)
Mikaela Renz-Whitmore (Renewed Term)

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore became a member of First
Unitarian in 2007. She has served on the Board of
Directors, the Worship Team, and the Tech Team. At
various times, she has taught in RE for Elementary,
Mid-high, and Youth, and she served as a counselor for
UU Kids Camp for the first time in 2023, attending with
her children Umea and Beckett. Mikaela is a community
planner with the City of Albuquerque and has over 20
years of experience facilitating large meetings.

Access the Annual Report

A draft of First Unitarian’s 2025 Annual Report will

be available online the week before the Annual
Congregational Meeting. A notice will be sent out via
email once it is available for review. Hard-copy readers
may contact Laira Magnusson at

LMags@uuabg.org to request a mailed copy after the
Annual Meeting, when it has been finalized.




FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH
Operating Fund (Fund 01)

2025 2025 Bud/Budget Bud/Budget
Budget Actual Var ($) Var (%) 2026 Budget
REVENUES
Contribution Revenue
Operating Pledges 845,000 844,399 (601) 0% 830,000
Non-Pledge Gifts 111,500 126,772 15,272 14% 114,700
Total Contributions 956,500 971,171 14,671 2% 944,700
Other Revenue
ERC Grant Money 41,553 83,515 -
Rental Revenue 163,144 167,307 4,164 3% 168,650
Miscellaneous Income 9,000 18,087 9,087 9,000
Endowment Income 36,000 36,549 549 2% 43,419
Other Income 2,100 3,744 1,644 78% 2,400
Total Other 210,244 225,687 15,444 82% 223,469
TOTAL REVENUE 1,208,296 1,280,373 72,076 6% 1,168,169
EXPENSES
Compensation Expenses
Program Staff 596,931 553,936 (42,994) -7% 580,527
Administrative Staff 158,930 162,544 3,614 2% 170,302
Facility/Custodial 50,572 52,682 2,110 4% 59,453
Childcare 6,000 4,973 (1,027) -17% 5,200
Other Employer Costs 47,500 44,457 (3,043) -6% 44,500
Total Compensation 859,932 813,619 (46,313) -5% 859,981
Operating Expenses
Office Expenses 44,100 50,973 6,873 16% 46,100
HR Expenses 1,350 720 (630) -47% 5,400
Utilities 25,900 25,074 (826) -3% 28,400
Campus Expenses 109,280 117,037 7,757 7% 77,580
Rental Expenses 1,500 4,496 2,996 200% 3,000
Total Operations 182,130 198,300 16,170 9% 160,480
Program Expenses
Religious Education 9,775 4,526 (5,249) -54% 9,775
Music Program 6,080 5,117 (963) -16% 6,080
Sunday Services 14,100 18,210 4,110 29% 12,680
Total Program 29,955 27,853 (2,102) 7% 28,535
Other Expenses
Councils & Committees 9,285 6,829 (2,456) -26% 8,235
Denominational Commit 27,000 25,000 (2,000) -7% 25,000
Socorro 2,050 2,493 443 22% 2,050
East Mountain 7,700 7,966 266 3% 6,000
Insurance/Other Professional 32,310 53,008 20,698 64% 26,010
Service Charges 8,350 8,333 (17) 0% 8,650
Other 1,500 1,395 (105) 1,500
Total Other Expenses 88,195 105,024 16,829 19% 77,445
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,160,212 1,144,796 (15,416) -1% 1,126,441
Transfers to Capital (48,084) (48,084) - 0% (48,084)
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSES 0 87,492 87,492 0% (6,357)
Allocated Surplus- Prior Yr - 22,250 22,250 6,357
ENDING SURPLUS / DEFICIT 0 109,742 109,742 100% 103,385

Pre-Meeting Town Hall

The Board of Directors will host an open question-and-answer session with the finance
team about the proposed 2026 budget on Sunday, January 18 at 12:30 pm in Memorial

Hall.




First Unitarian

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Albuquerque « East Mountains « Socorro
3701 Carlisle Blvd NE

' Albuquerque, NM 87110

== www.uuabg.org  505-884-1801

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
- DATED MATERIAL -

Sunday Worship Services

Albuquerque
10:30 am in the Sanctuary
Livestream on Zoom

East Mountains SPECIAL EDITION

11:00 AM Information Inside for Annual Congregational Meeting

1 Deanna Ln.
Edgewood on Sunday, January 25.

(off Dinkle Road)
Socorro
3:00 PM
Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 908 Leroy Place




