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Studying for the Ministry, | finished all my major classes before | arrived to Albuquerque in
September of last year. | had the title “intern minister,” which initially felt to me like “almost,”
“not quite,” “still wants to be” minister.

In the ensuing months, however, something magical happened. You, First Unitarian members
and friends, opened your hearts and minds to me in the many ways that | serve here:
preaching and leading meditation & prayers for Sunday services, doing pastoral visits, creating
and co-facilitating a grief group, leading theological reflection groups (Together in Exploration
at La Vida Llena and Theology on Tap), officiating memorial services, and presiding at special rituals (eulogy
service, child dedication, new member ceremony, etc).

And through those activities, | felt a change in my heart—I became a “real” minister.

| was excited as | prepared for my internship here. Being away from family was hard, but | snuck in some
trips back to California. | was delighted to have several ministers here as mentors instead of just one (the
norm in most internships). And yes, not everything proceeded as planned, but life is like that. Challenges and
difficulties always arise. The important thing is that we face them together, while supporting each other in love
and grace.

My expectation for my internship was to improve my ministerial skills during my internship, and then happily
take these skills with me to whichever congregation | may serve first as a minister. And that will happen. Many
of you were kind enough to offer constructive criticism and feedback to help me grow. Thank you for your care
and attention!

But something unexpected happened, too: | fell in love with the congregation!

Yes, | am staying through July in part to help bridge the gap to Rev. Stacey’s arrival, but | also stayed selfishly
because | feel how hard leaving is. My departure date will arrive, and | know | will miss you terribly. As | leave,
| carry away the joy of spending my life with you this year, and also the pain of missing you.

Please don’t take my future silence as a lack of care or concern. | already look forward very much to returning
when the time is right. | love you all!

A

Ron Ahnen, Summer Ministerial Resident

Special Call for Leaders!

Last year seems so long ago! Remember how we celebrated our 75th Anniversary as a congregation? Now, here we are
in a time of transition, reflecting on how to go forward in these strange times we live in. Are you interested in helping your
church community during this transitional phase of our history? We need people who:

» Can commit to leadership during this time of transition.
* Represent the congregation in all its glorious diversity.
» Share our core values.

* Have a desire to revitalize and grow this community.

The church’s Leadership Succession Committee (aka nominating committee) is looking for people to serve on this
same committee, since four of the seven of us are finishing our terms in January. We need people who are skilled in
approaching members about their potential to serve on the Board of Directors, Endowment Committee, and Leadership
Development Committee. This LSC will also be an integral part of the Search process for a settled senior minister.

If you are interested or want to know more, contact one of the current LSC members. who are listed on our
website or contact LSC Chair, Marilyn O’Boyle at marilynlea@aol.com.
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Worship Calendar for July

Worship on Sundays Virtual Vespers on Wednesdays
9:00 am: Our early service is livestreamed on Zoom, 7:00 pm: These short (25 minute), lay-led midweek
with smaller in-person attendance. services are on Zoom only.
Enter Meeting ID:883 5889 1841 or click here. Enter Meeting ID: 831 0756 4002 with
11:00 am: Our second service is in-person only. Passcode: UUABQ or click here.
Masks are optional at both of our in-person services.
If you are feeling ill, please choose to wear a mask, or stay home and join us on Zoom!

July B: “Join the Justice Choir!”

:Susan Peck & Vance Bass

. “Where are all the new protest songs?” They’re everywhere, just not on the local AM radio stations like
ithey were in the 60s. Also, what protest music are we missing due to cultural blinders? Susan Peck

8l and Vance Bass will lead a service full of justice and union songs, with old familiars and new songs

@& from thriving song circle communities.

Music: Susan and Vance share protest songs old and new, in the tradition of making good (musical)

trouble.

July 13: “When You Need a Poem”

Mikaela Renz-Whitmore and Kristin Satterlee

Join us for our annual (ish) summer poetry service, to be nourished by the music of words that support
us through life’'s ups and downs. We'll return to some old friends and share new favorites, too!

Music: Lydia Clark shares the abstract poetry of instrumental music.

July 20: “Answer the Call”
""ﬂw Ron Ahnen, Ministerial Resident

. R S How does our spiritual journey call us to live our values? How can we support each other’s spiritual
callings in our multi-religious faith?

Music: Lydia Clark

July 27: “What Feeds Our Souls?”

| The Rev. Beth Elliot

Even amid the most horrific of times, people have understood the value of joy. How do we stay
" grounded and spiritually nourished when the world is falling apart? We find whimsy, we value
= playfulness, and we recognize rest as resistance.

" Music:Cantabilis (women’s chamber choir) offers uplifting, whimsical songs for feeling good.

We Light a Candle

We grieve the death of church member Paul Cravens, who died on June 2, and hold his family
and friends in our care.

We grieve the death of member Frances Bargas, who died in April.

We send healing thoughts to Bobby Jones, who is in the hospital.

We light a candle of member Sam Nagle, whose grandfather, Moises Fraere, is in the hospital.
We celebrate with Carolyn Brown, who was honored at the UUA General Assembly for 25 years in ministry.
If you’re experiencing difficulties, health issues, or transitions, reach out at caring@uuabq.org.




Community News

Membership Milestones This Month

Five Years
Sonja Pulvino
Fifteen Years
Skip Bleistein & Mia Noren
Nancy Harris & Scott Lake
Twenty Years
Anna Eder
Bill Slakey
Thirty-Five Years
Peter Chestnut

Forty-Five Years

David & Frankie Ewing

Welcome New Members!

We had the great joy of welcoming seventeen (17!) new
members to the church on June 8. Thank you to Vance
Bass for taking a photo from the A/V booth! Pictured

left to right: Kathy Cassil, Roland Parks, Darren Burgin,
Sarah Taylor, Maggie Williams, James Bradach, Lu
Valdez, Sam Nagle, Erika Robers, Puck Magnusson,
Kristin Pearthree, Nicole Quinones, Yvette Viasus,
Sunny Kellerman, Harry Kellerman, Hannah Musson,
and Kirstin Ramsay (who was unfortunately cut off by all
cameras!) Our next New Member Joining Ceremony
is on Sunday, August 3. To RSVP for an upcoming
ceremony, visit the Membership Table in the foyer on
Sundays, or on our website https://uuabg.org/becoming-
a-member/.

Parking Challenges Ahead!

The 1-25 corridor construction has started to affect

us more directly, so please plan ahead and watch the
Weekly Broadsheet about suggested workarounds for
that current construction.

We expect closures on Comanche to occur for

the next 6 months or so. For now, traveling east on
Comanche from 1-25 will allow you to enter both our
main lot and the office park lot that we use on Sundays,
but that access will be changing soon. As a reminder, we
have parking at the Vanguard Building south of our main
courtyard, and also (on Sundays only) at the East Ocean

restaurant next door. If you are able to walk further,

: please plan to park further away
#» to enable those who need to be

% solutions—as is watching our

*# |ivestream at 9:00 am from home!

Caught in the Act of Generosity:

Dave Wilson
by Chris Mayo for the Radical Generosity
Committee

If you’ve seen a banner at church, whether
it has to do with the annual pledge drive, the
75th anniversary, or anything else, chances |
are church member Dave Wilson created
it. A graphic designer by trade, Dave is the
owner of a small business: David Wilson Design. Itis a
testament to his generosity that he donates virtually all the
design of banners and graphic art that goes into our annual
pledge campaign. Most recently, he created the logo and
made the banners for the 75th anniversary celebration. He
also made the banners for the RE program. All of this work
is done as a volunteer.

Dave and his wife Kristin joined the church “around

2013” after attending for a couple years. Their son David,
like many of our youth, grew up in the RE program and
formed many close connections. Dave doesn’t reserve his
generosity just for First Unitarian. He has spent countless
hours helping out with David’s Boy Scout troop, including a
days-long canoe trip on the Green River and backpacking
the Grand Canyon. He also writes the troop newsletter and
helps interested Scouts earn their merit badge in graphic
arts. He’s proud of David’'s accomplishments in scouting.
“He’ll earn his Eagle Scout standing soon,” says Dave.
“He’s starting to sag under the weight of all his awards.”

Shortly after joining First Unitarian, Dave saw an
opportunity to share his love of Tai Chi with other members.
He’s taught classes for years and charges only enough to
pay for the rental of the space.

Dave says his reason for dedicating so much time and
effort for First Unitarian is simple: “I want to give something
back and be part of the church process. Feeling as though
| contribute to the church community and help the church
work is what | find rewarding”, he says.

Dave’s generosity can serve as an example to us all. Thank
you for all you do, Dave!




Community News

Report from UUA's 2025 General Assembly

by Laira Magnusson, Director of Congregatlonal Life &
UUABQ Delegate

It was an honor and a delight to join
4 other members of First Unitarian’s
staff and membership in representing &
our congregation at the 2025 General 5
Assembly in Baltimore, MD last

month. Alana Rodriguez, our Director
of Family inistry; Bryan Hackett, our

Fur Church Banner on display
n the Convention Center.

country. | hope to schedule a viewing of the Ware Lecture for our
church soon.

The assembly approved a Congregational Study/Action Issue,
which invites congregations into a multi-year period of study,
reflection, and action around the topic, “Abolition Is Faith-
Formation.” We also approved three Actions of Immediate
Witness: “Faithful Defiance of Authoritarianism, a Call to
Action: Reaffirming Our Covenants for Democracy and
Freedom,” “Funding Global LGBTIQ Freedom Amid Crisis:
A Call for Immediate Action and Solidarity,” “We Declare and

Director of Finance, and Emmalia Mariner, our Board
President, all joined me in serving as delegates. Our
Ministerial Resident, Ron Ahnen, was attending as a delegate
for his host congregation, Mt. Diablo UU in California.
7 In addition to contributing the the

#* ' denomination’s business, GAis a
= wonderful opportunity to reconnect
s With colleagues, learn about what is
~ | happening with the larger Unitarian
Universalist Association, and be in
community with others who share
our values and care about the difficult

With 2014-16 First U Intern,
The Rev. James Galasinski
and Alana Rodriguez

world we find ourselves living in.

On June 18, the first day of GA, the Unitarian Universalist
Association moved swiftly to condemn the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision to curtail the rights of transgender people in
the case of U.S. v. Skrmetti. | was able to attend two sessions
right after: one with legal counsel from the UUA and a civil
rights attorney about the implications of this ruling; and a
second called “Building Trans Justice: Safety and Belonging.”

These workshops, combined with a scorching
Ware Lecture by trans-right activist and
journalist, Imara Jones, helped me know we
are not alone in these dark times, and our
congregation and state have a vital role in
keeping our trans beloveds safe across the

Imara Jones
| Ware Lecturer, GA 2025

Reaffirm: All People Have Inherent Worth and Inalienable
Rights.”

This week, | also had the opportunity to do
something | don’t get to do much anymore—perform!g
| rehearsed and sang with the GA Sunday Worship
Choir, made up of 100 voices from UU

churches all over the country. It was a moving and
life-affirming experience for me, and with thousands
of people watching in person and on YouTube, my
biggest audience ever!

__ Before we left for home on Sunday, the
== First U staff at GA had the opportunity
@8 to share lunch with our incoming

i) Interim Minister, Rev. Stacey Mitchell.

& Ve all enjoyed getting to know her a bit
before she arrives in August!

What is Interim?

First Unitarian is going through a lot of changes. If you want
to hear more about what is going on in our spiritual home
and have a chance to ask questions about Interim Ministry,
please join us for our upcoming Information Sessions: In-
person on July 13 at 12:30 pm in Memorial Hall or on
Zoom July 15 at 7:00 pm.

Register on Realm by clicking on “Events” to let us know
you’re planning to attend, and to receive a Zoom link for the
virtual session.

Monthly Financial Update

We are 42% through the year with 58%

remaining. We have collected 55% of our

annual budgeted revenue, and used 41% of
our annual expense budget.

We are well prepared financially for our time
of transition. Thank you for your continued
generous support of First Unitarian Church of

Albuquerque, which comes in various forms.

Bryan Hackett, Director of Finance
accountant@uuabq.org

2025 Financial Update
(Fund 01- Operating Revenue & Expenses)
As Of 05/31/2025 2025 2025 Remaining| Remaining
Budget YTD Actual | Budget ($) | Budget (%)
Contribution Revenue $ 956,500 | $ 508,412 | $ 448,088 47%
Other Revenue 251,796 157,061 94,735 38%
TOTAL REVENUE 1,208,296 665,474 542,823 45%
Compensation Expenses 859,932 352,734 507,199 59%
Church Operations 182,130 70,462 111,668 61%
Church Programs 29,955 12,061 17,894 60%
Denominational/Professional 88,195 43,376 44,819 51%
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,160,212 478,633 681,579 59%
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSES 48,084 186,841
Transfer to Capital for Mortgage 48,084 20,035 28,049 58%
Allocated Surplus - Prior Yr 22,135 22,250
ENDING SURPLUS / FUND BAL $ 22135| $ 189,056
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Family Ministry

Religious Education Update from OQur Director of Family Ministry
This month is our 34th Annual UU Kids Camp. Our camp plays a vital role in
building strong, compassionate community leaders. Rooted in the UU values of
inclusion, justice, and respect for all, these camps provide young people with

an environment where their voices are heard and their ideas matter. Through
cooperative games, small group discussions, and creative expression, campers
learn to listen, empathize, and collaborate—essential skills for leadership in any
community.

One of the most powerful aspects of our camp is our emphasis on shared responsibility. Our
counselors in training (CITs) often participate in decision-making, plan activities, and take on
leadership roles, such as leading vespers or organizing group activities. These experiences help
youth discover their strengths and build confidence in their ability to lead with purpose.

The community formed at Camp is intentionally inclusive, welcoming kids of all identities and
backgrounds. This diversity encourages campers to challenge assumptions and expand their
worldviews. As they connect across differences, they grow in cultural awareness and deepen their
understanding of justice and equity.

Additionally, our Camp nurtures spiritual development in a way that encourages self-reflection and
authenticity. Campers are invited to explore their beliefs in a supportive space, which helps them
develop integrity and a strong sense of purpose—cornerstones of ethical leadership.

In a world that often feels divided, UU Kids Camp offers a hopeful vision: young people growing
into leaders who are grounded in love, committed to justice, and capable of building beloved
communities wherever they go.

Please check out the camp website for more information and to register by July 4:
uukidscamp.blogspot.com.

Alana Rodriguez: She/Her
Director of Family Ministry
arodrig@uuabq.org

The 2025-2026 Family Ministry/Religious Education registration form is live!
Stay connected to everything happening with children, youth, and their families
by registering now! It's free and the best way to stay connected to everything
happening. All families who register before our Beginning of the Year celebration
in the fall will be eligible to win a gift card to a local restaurant. The winner will be
randomly selected at our celebration.




Adult Religious Education and

Sunday Explorations

Join us at 10:00 for these hybrid discussion
sessions. Meet new people and engage a wide
range of topics with us.

We will meet in the Wesson Room during July and
continue hybrid sessions.

Meeting ID: 854 0944 7098
Passcode: 376226

July 6—ldentifying Cultish Behaviors. The focus
of discussion will be key points from a recent book,
Cultish: The Language of Fanaticism by Amanda
Montell. You don’t have to have read the book to
join the discussion. How are we to respond to these
behaviors?

July 13—Public Lands and Private Gain: What'’s
Ahead for New Mexico? Writings from climate
activists and projections for the impact on public lands
if public lands do no remain protected. What'’s at risk?

July 20—Summer Refresh. A variety of activities
contribute to supporting our centeredness and/or
creating a reset in our lives. At this point in our summer,
what activities are “feeding” you? What may have you
“stuck?” Book titles in progress, music to enjoy, events
to participate in, travels near or far away? Let’s share!

July 27—4th Sunday Speaker Series at 10:00 am in
Memorial Hall.

Theology on Tap

Looking for a chance to meet other members of First
Unitarian in a casual and informal setting? Theology
on Tap is what you're looking for! Join us on the
second Wednesday of each month at the Nexus
Blue Smokehouse at 6:00 pm. Contact Donna Collins
(collinsmctaggart@gmail.com) for more information.

Pop-Up Meditation Do6jo

Sundays 10:15 in Social Hall Green Room or
elsewhere (check courtyard signs)

30 minutes of silent meditation. Plan to arrive at 10:15 to
settle into a chair (or bring your own meditation cushion)
and get comfortable. With no introduction, initial chime
at 10:20, ending with a few minutes to chat and wrap

up before the 11:00 am worship service. Contact Carl
Henney cjhenney@gmail.com.

Sunday Chat Tables

Would you like to meet people and have meaningful
conversations on Sundays after church? Come to the Chat
Tables in the Social Hall after the 11:00 am service. We'll
introduce ourselves, talk about this Sunday’s sermon, and
get to know each other. There will be a host at the table to
get things started.

Desert Stream Buddhist Sangha

Desert Stream Buddhist sangha welcomes anyone who
would like to practice seated meditation as part of exploring
their own spiritual practices, learning about Buddhism,

or simply feeling connected through community-building
and appreciation of life. Our meetings are led by long-time
Buddhist teacher Tom Zenho Whalen, and we sit in the
Zen tradition of silent meditation. We currently meet weekly
in-person on Fridays at 6:30 am in the Arnold room for two
30-min periods of seated meditation and a brief Buddhist
service ceremony, as well as over Zoom on Wednesdays
at 6:30 am. Contact Charlie Blocher with any questions at
cblocher@me.com.

Wisdom Circle: Keeping the Faith Come

What May
Saturday, July 19, 10:00 am-noon

As summer reaches its apogee, we again come together in
the midst of very troubled times. Back in the '60s, during the
antiwar movement when we felt up against overwhelming
odds, we used to remind each other to “Keep the Faith.”
This was our pledge of solidarity in upholding our most
sacred, heartfelt values no matter what the countervailing
forces, in belief that transformation for the better is not

only possible but, with our collective dedication and help,
also on its way to fruition somewhere down the line. What
we as a people are now facing is a rapidly unfolding
disharmonic convergence of multiple interlocking threats to
our democracy and our planet that dwarfs what we were up
against back then. How can we make our way through this?
How can we sustain ourselves and do what needs to be
done? How can we keep the faith?

We'll talk about that while sharing food and good company.
Feel free to invite anyone you know who'd like some
companionship in dealing with what’s coming down.

As always, we meet in Memorial Hall, next to the RE bldg.
Please bring something for our potluck brunch and your
beverage of choice. (First time visitors need not bring food,
we always have plenty.)

Info: Jerilyn Bowen, mettajb@gmail.com.
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Community Connections

Music Notes with Susan Peck

July’s musical offerings use breath, pulse,
melody, harmony, and lyrics to help folks
deal with challenging times. Songs to unite
and empower a crowd at a rally, meditative
music to tune body-mind-soul, music as
wordless poetry, songs of playful joy.

Opportunities to participate:

* Sol Singers, Mondays at 5:30 pm

» String Band, Sundays at 12:15 pm

* Music Fundamentals Class, Thursdays at 1:30 or 6:30
... and singing together every Sunday morning.

Heads up for August: We’re assembling a “feral
marching band” for Backpack Blessing!

Contact me at speck@uuabgq.org if you're interested in

joining us!

Healing Sound Bath

On Friday, July 11 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary, join
First Unitarian for a Healing Sound Bath. Rest in comfort
while Lydia Clark, an expert in this ancient method, uses
different instruments like crystal and Tibetan bowls for a
session of this extraordinary healing practice. Celebrate
the Wolf Moon and enjoy the deep relaxation and somatic
benefits. Participants are encouraged to bring a yoga
mat—or blanket and pillow—if they prefer to lay down, and
everyone should bring water. Come share in communal
healing and sacred space amid the chaos of this moment.

Senior Women This Month

July 11th and 25th at a different place and time!

If you are a senior woman who wants conversation on a
variety of topics and connection with other women in our
church, join us on Friday, July 11th and/or 25th at 2:30 pm
in the Memorial Hall. This is a change for July only as we
host ROOTS Academy in our usual meeting space. Bring
a beverage of your choice and give us a try. For questions,
contact Gwen Sawyer at gandg10@comcast.net.

Covote Willow CUUPS Monthly News

Our monthly meeting is on Saturday July 12th in the
Arnold room and on Zoom at 6:00 pm. We will be
planning for Lughnasadh, having discussions, and
socializing. Everyone is welcome to help plan the
beginning of harvest season. Bring finger foods to share if
you like.

Meeting ID: 816 6209 1283 Passcode: CUUPS24
Contact Rowan at rowannighteagle@yahoo.com.

Mov\tb\&( Reads

The Bread, Wine, and Book Club will not meet in July.
Email Martha Beyerlein for information about our meetings
at martha.beyerlein@comcast.net.

The Nonfiction Book Group meets every Wednesday
at 2:00 pm in the Arnold Room. They are starting a new
book: Nexus: A Brief History of Information Networks from
the Stone Age to Al by Yuval Noah Harari. Contact Bob
Wood at roberttwood@amail.com for more info.

Messenger Newsletter Submissions

The Messenger is available to communicate church-
sponsored and —affiliated events coming up in the next
month. Items may be published once. The word limit is 130
words or less. Longer articles will be edited, and edits will
be sent to the author for approval when requested. Digital
photos are welcome!

Send articles to LMags@uuabg.org with “Messenger” in
the subject line by the 15th of the previous month (e.g.,
October 15 for the November issue).




Fivet Unitavian Clurch

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Albuquerque ¢ East Mountains * Socorro
3701 Carlisle Blvd NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110
www.uuabg.org

505-884-1801

——

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

- DATED MATERIAL -

guu\dzau\ Worship Services
Albuquerque
9:00 & 11:00 am in the
Sanctuary
Livestream on Zoom at 9:00

East Mountains
11:00 AM
1 Deanna Ln.
Edgewood
(off Dinkle Road)
Socorro
3:00 PM
Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 908 Leroy Place

Welcome Back, Roots Summer Leadership Academy!

First Unitarian is delighted to welcome Roots Summer Leadership
Academy back to our campus this month! We are long-time partners with
the New Mexico Black Leadership Council and look
forward every year to hosting their arts and leadership
- camp here on our campus. The camp runs this year
from July 7-26, with a closing day performance and

1 lunch open to all! If you have questions about the

| camp at First Unitarian, contact our Event & Rental
Coordinator, Jules Wilson at jwilson@uuabqg.org.




