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Our Theological Theme This Month Is “The Practice of Imagination.”

A finger game that | played as a child—
N and played with my kids—has been

kA coming into my mind over the last six

\ g y
'& months: “Here’s the church. Here's the
Y steeple. Open it up and there’s all the
people.” You know this one? With your
fingers wiggling to represent all the
people inside? It's the surprise at the end
of the game. The church is not the steeple, or the building
itself. It's the people.

You might say we are starting the last month of the
“Herrera-Era.” Or, maybe the last month of church as
many of us have all known it for the past 15 years. We
don’t really know what’s next, who'’s next, or what will
change in the months and years to come. But, honestly,
when do we ever? Did you expect what’s happened over
the last six months—or even the last month?! | know |
didn’t!

Many congregants are asking me how I'm doing with all
of these changes. Change is always a little bit scary, and
don’t get me wrong, I’'m anxious. But I'm also excited

to see what the First Unitarian community does next
together.

“You can either think that the world is getting better
or that the future will be much better than it is now,
or you can think that the world is getting worse. But
that continuum isn’t as important to me as this idea
of, do you think you have agency in this world?”

Futurist Angela Oguntala’s words are my guide through
this time of transition. I'm on staff, I've been here for
awhile, and | do have some agency in our church-world.

But, do YOU think YOU have agency? Your church staff
is counting on it.

This is the time to imagine and decide what we want
to continue to be together, and in which directions we
want to grow. I've already seen evidence of the energy
we will need to get through this and thrive. Members
old and new are coming to me with ideas about guest
speakers, groups, and new ways to be in community.

We are connecting with our regional and national
Unitarian Universalist Association staff, too, feeling how
we are—and always have been—part of something
bigger. Be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, May
4 at 12:30 pm, when two of our UUA Regional staff
members will be on hand to tell us more about the
support they are able to provide.

| plan to take them up on that support, and to continue
to connect with our regional and national leadership

at this year’s General Assembly in June. Our large
congregation has a reputation for innovation and
growth, and can continue to be a leader in living our
UU values with Love at the Center. | hope if you are
interested, you will consider joining me in Baltimore,
either in person or online, as a delegate for First U. You
can read more about that on page 3, or drop me a line
at LMags@uuabq.org.

At the end, it’s the people. We are the church together,
beloveds. Let’'s keep moving forward.

A

Laira Magnusson, Director of Congregational Life

“Farewell to Angela” BBQ on May 25!

A wonderful all-ages party is being planned for Sunday, May 25 to say a joyous goodbye to the Rev. Angela Herrera
Koren before her last Sunday on June 1st. Her very last day will be an emotional goodbye, so the week before we want

to have some fun!

Will there be karaoke? You bet! Will there be dancing? Let’s make it happen! Will there be delicious food? YES. The
church will provide drinks and burgers and hot dogs (both meat and vegetarian options) and we ask that everyone else

brings something to share:

Last Names A-G: Bring hamburger buns, hot dog buns, and fixings like cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, etc.
Last Names H-P: Bring a side dish! A salad, a bag of chips, fresh fruit.

Last Names Q-Z: Bring dessert! Cake, pie, cookies, etc.

Sign up here to let us know what you’re bringing, and contact Laira Magnusson (LMags@uuabg.org) to volunteer!
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Worship Calendar for May

Worship on Sundays

9:00 am: Our early service is livestreamed on Zoom,
with smaller in-person attendance.

Enter Meeting ID: 968 6341 8810 or click here.
11:00 am: Our second service is in-person only.
Masks are optional at both of our in-person services.

Virtual Vespers on Wednesdays

7:00 pm: These short (25 minute), lay-led midweek
services are on Zoom only.

Enter Meeting ID: 831 0756 4002 with

Passcode: UUABQ or click here.

If you are feeling ill, please choose to wear a mask, or stay home and join us on Zoom!

May 4: "Imagining Beloved Community”

Sara Wofford, Guest Preacher

Can you imagine what it looks like to
be in Beloved Community? If we can
imagine it together, we can create

it together. We will look at Pagan
teachings about community and what magic has to do
with turning imagination into reality. We will also engage in
our traditional Clay and Water Blessing.

Music: Ad hoc choir will lead chants for Beltane and Earth
Day, including an original “Blessing Chant” composed by
Susan Peck

May 11: “Mother Universe”

Ron Ahnen, Intern Minister
A poetic and pictoral exploration of how
“mother” is expressed in the universe.

& Music: Women'’s chamber group, songs
for Mothers Day

May 18: “Exit Interview”

The Rev. Angela Herrera Koren
Reflections from Rev. Angela on serving
at First Unitarian for fifteen years. How
did our shared ministry go? What was
surprising? What changed? What are
her hopes for our congregation’s future?

Music: Lydia Clark

Sy

May 25: “Transitions”

The Rev. Beth Elliot
o , o What can we do to prepare for major
- e ﬂ- transitions and what are the spiritual
N2 benefits of navigating such liminal
times?
Music: Lydia Clark

o
#

e
(]

Farewell Teas for Angela
-y In addition to the All-Church BBQ
7

J planned for Sunday, May 25 (see
' the front page), there will be two
‘ more chances to say goodbye to
Rev. Angela and wish her well on
her next adventure. These Farewell
Teas will be on Thursday, May
22nd at 10:00 am and Wednesday, May 28th at 4:30
pm, both in the Social Hall. Stay tuned for more goodbye
rituals in her last weeks with us, and contact our Summer
Transitions Minister, Beth Elliot, at belliot@uuabg.org if
you have questions or would like to help!

We Ligl/\t a Candle

We light a candle for Pat Diem, who died on Monday,
April 14, from cancer. With love we hold her memory
and her dear husband John Barber
in our heart. A memorial service is
being planned for Saturday, May 10.

We grieve with the family and friends
of church member Roger Melone,
who died on April 23.

We light a candle for Jean Sorrells-
Jones, who died on April 1. We hold her husband
George Jones in our love.

We grieve with Jo Ann Ross, who lost her sister,
Bettye Ross Lindsey, on April 14 after losing both her
brother, Don Ross, and a sister-in-law, Linda Ross,
back in December.

We light a candle for former church member Kitty
Miller, who passed away on March 29.

If you’re experiencing difficulties, health issues, or
transitions, reach out at caring@uuabq.org.




Community Nws

Membership Milestones This Month|

Ten Years
Karl & Megan Wulffraat
Fifteen Years
Paul & Susan Shank

Twenty Years
Kenneth Callahan

Thirty-Five Years
Jenni Johns

Are You a Member Yet?

Have you been attending the church for awhile, joining
small groups, and donating financially to our programs?
Thank you! You are invited to officially join First Unitarian
by signing our membership book at our next New
Member Joining Ceremony on June 1.

There are many people who choose to not join the
church, for many different reasons, and we are just
happy you are part of our community. However, we are
entering a time where we will be making lots of decisions
together about the future leadership of our congregation,
and the direction we would like to go together. This is an
excellent time to join if you want to have a voice in that
process. Contact our Director of Congregational Life,
Laira Magnusson at LMags@uuabg.org if you have any
questions about how membership works. If you would
like to RSVP for an upcoming ceremony, you can do that
at the Membership Table in the foyer on Sundays, or on
our website https://uuabg.org/becoming-a-member/.

Register Now for 2025 General Assembly

General Assembly is the annual gatherlng‘of Unitarian
Universalists, where we conduct gé‘}.‘;‘
business of the Association, explore .m'

the theological underpinnings of =

our faith, and lean fully into our
mission and principles. Please join
us Wednesday, June 18 through
Sunday, June 22, 2025 in Baltimore,
Maryland and/or online for this 5-day immersive
experience where we participate in inspirational worship
services and informative workshops, reconvene with
friends and colleagues, and explore our bustling exhibit
hall. GA is an unforgettable experience for the thousands
of UUs who attend. Want to serve as a delegate
for First Unitarian? Contact Laira Magnusson at

LMags@uuabq.org.

ﬂp
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UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

join us joyfully at
the ordination of

Souls UU Church

N Tejon St., Colorado Springs

special simultaneous celebration at

itarian Church of Albuquerque

and live broadcast on Zoom
receptions to follow

LICK HERE TO RSVP

Send Beth a button!

to carry you with her! Please send a button to
you, whether or not you can attend. Beth will
n her robes to honor the collaborative nature B8
d all who contribute to such an achievement.

‘Give buttons to Beth directly, or mail to:
Beth Elliot c/o All Souls Church
730 N Tejon St
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Staff News: Welcome Back, Beth!

On April 27th, the soon-to-be-Rev. Beth
Elliot returned to our church staff to provide
temporary pastoral leadership through the
summer. A well-known, long-time member of
our community, Beth will provide leadership
and pastoral care as our congregation
processes two very different ministerial
departures. Welcome back, Beth. We can’t
think of a better person to offer leadership and pastoral care
to First U through these transitional months.

Criminal Justice Interest Group

First Unitarian is exploring the ways we might assist
criminally-involved individuals and their families. If you
have personal experience, professional experience, or no
experience, you are most welcome to share your ideas with
us! Please join affiliate minister, the Rev. Jane Davis, on
Monday, May 26 at 2:30 pm in the Social Hall for this initial
meeting of the Criminal Justice Interest Group. If you are
interested but unable to attend or if you have questions,
please email Nancy Shane at nancyeval@gmail.com to be
added to the Realm group.
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Community News

Responding to the Anti-Trans Movement:

A Course for Unitarian Universalists
Sunday, May 18 at 12:15 in Memorial Hall

We send love to everyone struggling, scared, or in
despair in these times. The Unitarian Universalist aligned
organization, The Transforming Hearts Collective, has
been hard at work supporting our people and equipping
people of faith to take action in new, vital ways in this
moment.

This course is perfect for UUs who are looking to level

up their understanding of the current political assault

on transgender people, how to respond to anti-trans
information, and how to create more safety and belonging
for trans people and their families in our congregations.

Members of your Welcoming Congregation Renewal Team
will facilitate the two-hour course, consisting of three short
videos, followed by discussion.
Part 1: Trans 101 (just a short refresher, not a
replacement for longer courses offered in the past.)

Part 2: What You Need to Know About the Anti-Trans
Movement

Part 3: How to Ensure Your Congregation Is Truly
Trans Welcoming This is where most discussion should
occur!

While there is a fee for these classes, we have
coordinated with the Transforming Hearts Collective to
take up a “love” offering that allows everyone, no matter
their financial circumstances, to participate. Half of the
money we collect will go to Pink Haven, which is working
to provide resources to trans people in crisis due to
current political and legal threats.

Please contact Linda Skye at Iskye@unm.edu to register
for this seminar. We will cap participation at 30 people. A
light lunch will be provided.

Interim Minister Search Task Force Update

Selecting and calling a new Senior Minister to replace
Angela is a big deal. It takes a couple of years to do it right.
The Board is working on step one, hiring a specially trained
interim minister who will do the basic job of being our senior
minister, while working with us to get ready for change, and
figuring out what we want our new ministry to be like. Once
ready, we will search for the best minister to match those
desires.

On March 15, the Board formed the Interim Minister

Search Task Force to work with the Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA) to find an Interim Minister. Its members
are Gale Borkenhagen, Chris Mayo, Michael McDonald, and
Raymond Wolfgang, with Board President EmmalLia Mariner
as an ex-officio member. The team’s first assignment was

to familiarize itself with the UUA's extensive manual and
then produce a profile: describing our church, its history,

our activities, our successes and our struggles; a draft
ministerial agreement; and a collection of key documents.

In this effort, we also enlisted critical help from Andrea Lee,
Laira Magnusson, and Bryan Hackett. We completed this on
April 14 and after doing its review, the UUA released it to the
interim candidates.

Once the candidates have had opportunities to review all the
profiles from churches seeking interim ministers, they will
choose which churches they are interested in. The UUA will
release candidate lists for each church on May 6, and we
will start our interviewing and reference-checking process,
submitting our choices by May 19. On May 22, the UUA

will tell us which candidate we’ve matched with, and we

will begin the process of negotiating ministerial agreement
details and getting ourselves ready to settle the interim
minister and introduce them to the church.

First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque

Monthly Financial Update

2025 Financial Update
(Fund 01- Operating Revenue & Expenses)

We have had a strong 1st quarter of 2025
in terms of donations. This will help us

navigate the changes coming for us this year.
Expenses are right on track with the budget

as well, with no big surprises so far this year.
The commitment of the members of First
Unitarian Church of Albuquerque is evident in

this and so many other ways. It is a pleasure

to serve.

Bryan Hackett, Director of Finance

As OFf 03/31/2025 2025 2025 Remaining| Remaining
Budget YTD Actual | Budget ($) | Budget (%)
Contribution Revenue $ 956,500 | % 381,147 | $ 575,353 60%
Other Revenue 251,796 132,122 119,675 48%
TOTAL REVENUE 1,208,296 513,268 695,028 58%
Compensation Expenses 859,932 213,783 646,149 75%
Church Operations 182,130 31,911 150,219 82%
Church Programs 29,955 5713 24 242 81%
Denominational/Professional 88,195 24,745 63,450 72%
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,160,212 276,152 884,060 76%
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSES 48,084 237,116
Transfer to Capital for Mortgage 48,084 12,021 36,063 75%
Allocated Surplus - Prior Yr 22,135 22,250
ENDING SURPLUS / FUND BAL $ 22135 | $ 247,345
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Family Ministry

Religious Education Update from OQur Director of Family Ministry

It's hard to believe, but we are in the last month of our program year, and what a year

it has been. We have been through a lot together. During the month of May we will be
exploring the theme of Imagination. One of the goals is to highlight how imagination
enhances so many aspects of our lives. Imagination is not just an escape from “real life.”
It also brings new life to our everyday lives. With that in mind, we will talk about how we
can use imagination to have fun, to help and find hope, to think outside the box, and to
understand.

In addition to our regularly scheduled classes, there are some extra fun things for you to look forward to.
First, on May 4th, | am hosting a Family Town Hall with breakfast in the Memorial Hall. During this
time, | will share the results of the survey that has been available over the past few months about what

has been working, and what you think we could change or improve upon. Afte that, we will have an open
discussion about the results, and you will have an opportunity to share anything else that has come to mind
and discuss things further.

The other thing | am planning and very much looking forward to is a Picnic in the Park First Unitarian
Family Event. One of the most consistent things I've heard is that you all would like opportunities to get to
know each other more. My goal is to create opportunities for that to happen outside of the usual Sunday
hustle and bustle.

In Youth Group, we will be wrapping up the Mosaic curriculum, where we have been discussing how

to dismantle racism and oppression in ourselves and our communities. Of course, | will be bringing the
monthly theme into the youth space as we plan our summer events, including what kind of social service
projects we’d like to engage in.

Looking ahead:

 Albuquerque Pride Parade is on Saturday, June 7th.

« UU Kids Camp will be from July 13th—18th at the Sacramento Camp and Conference Center and
is for children and youth from grades 3rd—12th. For more information about camp, please visit

uukidscamp.blogspot.com or contact me!

Alana Rodriguez: She/Her
Director of Family Ministry
arodrig@uuabq.org

You can click here to register your family or use this QR code to go to
the Google form registration. This form will automatically populate a
spreadsheet for us and will ensure your contact information is up to date.
Registering ensures that you will continue to receive updates about RE
Programming via email and our First UU Families Facebook page.




Adult Religious Education and

Sunday Explorations

Sunday Explorations meets on Sundays at 10:00
am in the Social Hall meeting room and on Zoom.
Email facilitator Angela Merkert at angela.merkert@
gmail.com for more information.

Click here to join on Zoom or enter

Meeting ID: 854 0944 7098 Passcode:376226

May 4—How Do We Build Solidarity? Working
Together with Purpose in Mind. How shall we develop
mutual aid in challenging times?

May 11—Mothers and Mothering. Let’'s consider the
ideology around mothering. The significance of being a
mother through the perspectives of multiple cultures.

May 18— Let’s Imagine! What if we didn’t listen

to the Mustn’ts, the Shouldn’ts and Don’ts of Shel
Silverstein’s poem, Listen To The Mustn’ts? What might
we imagine—and even make real?

May 25—No meeting.

Theology on Tap

Looking for a chance to
meet other members of First |
Unitarian in a casual and
informal setting? Theology
on Tap is what you're
looking for! Join us on the
second Wednesday of
each month at the Nexus
Blue Smokehouse at 6:00 pm. Contact Donna Collins
(collinsmctaggart@gmail.com) for more information.

Circle of Trust

Looking to connect more deeply? You're invited to
check out Circle of Trust, a welcoming space for deep
listening and deep sharing. Circle of Trust is based on
our church’s Covenant Group program, but people can
join at any time, and attendance is flexible. We meet
1st and 3rd Thursday evenings 6:30—-8:30 on Zoom.
Preparation materials are distributed for reflection
before the meeting. For information, the Zoom link, and
materials, contact Lea Ann Boone, |Iboone133@gmail.
com.

Wisdom Circle: The Blue Boat Home
Saturday, May 17, 10:00 am-noon

As we approach a fateful summer with Mother Nature in
full bloom, we come together to keep each other company,
share good eats, and talk about what Peter Mayer is
summoning up in our UU hymn when he sings

I've been sailing all my life now/ Never harbor or port have
I known/ The wide universe is the ocean | travel/ And the
earth is my blue boat home.

What do these lines evoke for you? Do they resonate

with your own experience? Do you feel they speak to the
historical moment we’re living through now? As always, we
meet in Memorial Hall (next to the RE bldg) and newcomers
are welcome. We ask that you bring something for our
potluck brunch and your own beverage of choice.

Info: Jerilyn Bowen, mettajb@gmail.com.

Moral Injury and Spiritual Companioning

Many people have come to realize that their moral

values and beliefs have suffered while being a part of an
organization such as the military or government or an
educational or healthcare system. Please join Charlie
Blocher, veteran and seminary student in interreligious
chaplaincy, and Brenda Cole, ordained pagan minister and
seminary student in spiritual companioning, as we explore
this topic for two sessions on Sundays, May 4th and May
18th. For more information, contact Charlie Blocher at
cblocher@me.com and register for the class on Realm by
clicking on “Events” and “Registration Events” or clicking
here. For registration help, email Laira Magnusson at
LMags@uuabq.org.

Pop-Up Meditation Do6jo

Sundays 10:15 in Social Hall Green Room or elsewhere
(check courtyard signs)

30 minutes of silent meditation. Plan to arrive at 10:15 to
settle into a chair (or bring your own meditation cushion)
and get comfortable. With no introduction, initial chime

at 10:20, ending with a few minutes to chat and wrap up
before the 11:00 am worship service. Contact Carl Henney
cihenney@gmail.com.

Sunday Chat Tables

Would you like to meet people and have meaningful
conversations on Sundays after church? Come to the Chat
Tables in the Social Hall after the 11:00 am service. We’'ll
introduce ourselves, talk about this Sunday’s sermon, and
get to know each other. There will be a host at the table to
get things started.
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Community Connections

Earth Web Green Corner

May 4 will be a special day for sure! We will have our
annual Sustainability Fair in the courtyard after both
services. We'll have plants for sale, a solar cooker and
“small scale solar” demo, as well as a solar company. You
can find out about many local environmental groups and
learn a lot! Come early and enjoy! Stay afterwards for the
Beltane Maypole ritual in the playground.

On May 10, from 10 to 12, you are invited to join Earth
Web members in a new Bosque Project. We previously
worked with Albuquerque Open Spaces from 2004—-2018
in clearing and restoration of a section of the Bosque. This
new project will be helping to restore feeding and habitat
for monarch butterflies. River for Monarchs - Institute

for Applied Ecology. We will meet at 10:00 at the end of
Campbell Road to walk to the site. Email if interested:
marilynlea@aol.com.

Covote Willow CUUPS Monthly News

CUUPS invites the whole congregation to their annual
Beltane ritual and maypole celebration on Sunday,
May 4 following the morning o
worship services. Everyone of

all ages is invited to celebrate with
chanting, drumming and dancing.
Attendees are welcome to bring finger
foods to share if they like. We would
love some volunteers to help set up
the maypole at 12:15 pm, especially

if you'’re tall! Please contact Raven
Reed Starr at ravenreed@gmail.com if you would like to
volunteer or have questions.

CUUPS Pagan Devotional Services will not be held
during the month of May. For information contact Sara
Wofford at sarathomasw@agmail.com.

Desert Stream Buddhist Sangha

Desert Stream uddhist sangha welcomes anyone

who would like to practice seated meditation as part

of exploring their own spiritual practices, learning

about Buddhism, or simply feeling connected through
community-building and appreciation of life. Our meetings
are led by long-time Buddhist teacher Tom Zenho Whalen,
and we sit in the Zen tradition of silent meditation. We
currently meet weekly in-person on Fridays at 6:30 am

in the Arnold room for two 30-min periods of seated
meditation and a brief Buddhist service ceremony, as well
as over Zoom on Wednesdays at 6:30 am. Contact Charlie
Blocher with any questions at cblocher@me.com.

Every Wednesday Is Gathering Night

Join others for a shared potluck meal every Wednesday
night at 6:00 pm in the Social Hall. Come by for casual
conversation, a shared, home-cooked meal, or just to
share the presence of others. We all need connection now
more than ever. Read our mission statement here:
https://tinyurl.com/UUABQqgather. Bring a dish if you like
or just yourself. This is a great way to get to know others
better, or meet new people if you are new to the church.

Promoting DEI Through Art

The Arts & Aesthetics Committee seeks to promote
diversity, equity, and inclusion through art. Over the past
three years, we’ve held exhibitions highlighting social
justice and environmentalism, as well as featuring the
artworks of people of color.

These included an African American history exhibition
chronicling history in the United States from the days of
slave trade to the present; works by local African American
artists; and works by local Asian American artists.

On display now through May 31 is an “Earth Web” art
exhibition, celebrating Earth Day on April 22 and Earth
Web’s annual Sustainability Fair on May 4. On June 1, a
Pride Month art show opens. Stay tuned.

Painting by Martha Anderson.

MOV\&/\QL( Reads

The Bread, Wine, and Book Club will meet on Friday,
May 9 at 6:30 pm. Our book this month is All the Beauty
in the World: The Metropolitan Museum of Art and Me by
Patrick Bringley. Email Martha Beyerlein for information
about our meetings at martha.beyerlein@comcast.net.

The Nonfiction Book Group meets every Wednesday
at 2:00 pm in the Arnold Room. Contact Bob Wood at
roberttwood@gamail.com for more info.
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gumdisw\ Worship Services
Albuquerque
9:00 & 11:00 am in the
Sanctuary
Livestream on Zoom at 9:00

East Mountains
11:00 AM
1 Deanna Ln.
Edgewood
(off Dinkle Road)
Socorro
4:00 PM
Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 908 Leroy Place

Pride Planning Meeting on May 7!

June is Pride month, and First _—
Unitarian will be representing our ? —
Welcoming Congregation at ABQ Bd
Pride events on Saturday, June 7.
Come help us make plans at our first 47
planning meeting on Wednesday, irst U
May 7 at 7:00 pm, as part of the N (’f
Gathering Night dinner that starts = S 8 &
at 6:00 pm in the Social Hall. All ages are welcome! If you want to join
us for dinner first, bring a dish to share, and then stick around to help
us make our plans. It will be wonderful to honor and celebrate Pride
with all of you, and talk about how we want to participate and represent
our church together during this very difficult time in our country for our
LGBTQ+ community.
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